America's Boating Club of Greenwich - District 2
Our website
Volume 88 No. 45 NEWSLETTER Summer 2022

My Best Day as a Squadron Member
It was Oct 13, 2007—the JN class went to Greenwich Point practicing sun sights. Our instructor was John
Giddings, SN and Chapman Education Award winner. John was ably assisted by Tom Bowman, SN and Rich
Malloy. Our classmates included Susan Ryan, Ralph Kravitz, Bill Strong, Andy Cummings, Terry Henry, Chris
Nitzsche & Marie Genteale.
This was the day I was waiting for with great anticipation; after lots of classroom book learning we were finally
going to get our hands on a real sextant. By the way, your Squadron owns twelve. So, after the usual “Ow, I got
blinded by the sun,” we learned to use the filters and started taking the sights that could be recorded. We did
this at ten a.m. and two p.m. When plotted on paper, the sunlines intersect— “X” marks the spot identifying
the student’s location. Of course, we knew exactly where we were (I was sitting at a picnic table Lat 41.00 N,
Lo 73.2 W) and the GPS had us located within six feet of our “true” location. Funny thing about GPS—
National’s official stance was that "GPS is okay but don’t count on it". In 2007 a handheld Garmin cost $650—
you can buy one today for $99. Military grade GPS is accurate to six inches, anywhere on earth.
Now we get down to the real fun—hanging out with our classmates on a sunny day, cooking hotdogs on the
grill. Marie had collected $5 from everybody and I was the grill meister. We were enjoying each other’s
company and telling our favorite boating stories. Those are the ones that usually begin, ”that storm came out
of nowhere..." while we waited for 2 p.m.
I was proud of myself-- my intersecting lines were only 2.2 nautical miles from my true location. That’s an
error of 12,000 feet or 2 miles—that Garmin is within 6 feet of “true”. Maybe GPS is here to stay. The end of
the story is that everyone in that JN class is still a member—Terry, Rich, Marie and I eventually qualified as full
certificate holders.*
I wish you a safe and happy summer, hopefully including some on-the-water activity. Thanks to Andy
Papademetriou, our Evening Cruise program has been energized this year with nine skippers volunteering to
take folks out on Long Island Sound. David Leisten is organizing the first raft-up for July 16th at our mooring in
Greenwich Cove. If you are boatless and want to join the fun, contact him at GreenwichSquadron@gmail.com
who will arrange a ride out. And I don’t want you to miss my favorite event coming up—Lobster Party at
Greenwich Point July 31st. Mark your calendar and make your reservation now with Vicki Malara at
GreenwichSquadron@gmail.com
Stay safe -

Commander Bob Henry, SN
*Note from editor: Please check out Bob's 'Principle of the Sextant' image at the end of this newsletter.
JN is the first of our celestial navigation courses and uses sights of the sun. Bob, Terry, Rich and Marie went on
to become SN, meaning they took both celestial navigation courses and all our advanced courses. The second
celestial navigation course uses sights of some of the stars.

____________________

Report from the Educational Officer
New Labels for Fire Extinguishers
A few years ago, we saw significant changes to the labeling of life jackets. Fire Extinguishers are the latest
safety gear to get a fresh look. New rules went into effect April 20, 2022. And I understand that National is in
the process of updating the ABC course materials to reflect the changes. The rules do not change the types of
vessels required to carry a fire extinguisher or the familiar “A, B, and C” designations. But under the new rules,
fire extinguisher labels must include an Underwriters Laboratories (UL) capacity designation of 5, 10, or
20. The requirements for vessels with no fixed fire suppression system are:

Vessel Length

Requirement

Less than 26 feet
26 feet to less than 40 feet
40 feet to 65 feet

One 5-B or 10-B
Two 5-B or Two 10-B or one 20-B
Three 5-B or Three 10-B or one 20-B and one 5-B or 10-B

The new labeling standards apply to 2018 model year vessels or newer. However, other rules apply to all
vessels regardless of year. A fire extinguisher may not be more than 12 year old. (Note that USPS and the
Greenwich Fire Department recommend replacement after 7 years.) In addition, a fire extinguisher must be
“serviceable.” The educated boater will note the parallel to the familiar “serviceable” standard for life
jackets. In the context of fire extinguishers, “serviceable” means (1) if the unit has a pressure gauge, it must
be in the green, (2) the lock pin is firmly in place, (3) the discharge nozzle is clean and free of obstruction, and
(4) the unit does not show visible signs of significant corrosion of damage.
On a related note, I was delighted to participate in the recent Flare/Up! organized by the Darien Squadron where I was
able to practice putting out a fire. Now, when I teach how to use a fire extinguisher I can say I actually have done it! One
fact that struck me that I do not think gets enough attention in our courses is that on this breezy morning, if you were
not close enough to the fire, the wind just blew the discharge away from the extinguisher. I will now add this point to
my teaching.
When you commission your boat this year, remember to check the date on your fire extinguishers.

Submitted by Andy Cummings, JN

____________________________
Report from the Safety Officer
Safe Boating Week 2022

America’s Boating Club of Greenwich celebrated National Safe Boating Week with a Proclamation presented
by First Selectman Fred Camillo to Commander Bob Henry on the steps of Town Hall. Police Chief Jim Heavey
and two officers from the Greenwich Marine Police were present along with several members of the
Squadron. The Proclamation emphasized the importance of boating education in reducing boating accidents.
America’s Boating Club of Greenwich certainly has done its share in promoting boating education in our
community. Since 2011, we have graduated 699 ABC students.
Following the Proclamation, Susan Ryan and Jon McCollum conducted vessel safety inspections for the 3
Greenwich Marine Police boats. They all passed.
This year, the National Safe Boating Council continues its long-standing them of “Wear It!” referring to the
recommendation to wear a life jacket while on the water. The Council promotes other themes and tips:
1. Always maintain a proper lookout.
2. Always consider environmental factors such as fatigue and rough water that can lead to accidents causing
mind and body stress.

3.
4.
5.
6.

Check the weather before leaving the dock.
Ensure that all required safety gear is on board.
Boat sober! Most fatal accidents involve alcohol.
Take a boat safety course and lead by example.
Have a safe and happy 2022 boating season.
Submitted by Andy Cummings, JN

____________________________________
Flare/Up!

What do you do with your expired flares? How do you learn how to use your flares when you are not allowed
to set them off except in an emergency? What's the difference between the various flares?
Every three years we join with the Darien Sail and Power Squadron to put on a 'Flare/Up! This took place April
30th with many of our members attending. It was great to see Mr. Flare/Up!, George Friend, who has put on
many of these events for our neighboring squadrons in the past. Darien obtain all the required permissions
from their town, fire department and the Coastguard to take over Weed Beach for the morning. Squadron
members are carefully trained in advance, and nine stations are set out on the beach. EMT are on hand and
give CPR demonstrations. A food truck is brought in. Attendees register at the Welcome table, drop off their
own expired flares if they have any, pick up a bagful of flares to take down to the firing line in a strictly
controlled area and set off the flares at one of the stations - all closely supervised. In another area, they then
have the opportunity to practice putting out a fire with the fire department.
Our thanks go to Darien for enabling us to participate once again in their very worthwhile event.
John Hill's photos taken at the Flare/Up! are at the end of this newsletter.

____________________________________

UPCOMING EVENTS
Watch your inbox for details or contact GreenwichSquadron@gmail.com
Sunset Cruises: Boats leave various docks at 6pm Tuesdays and Thursdays REGISTER HERE
July 16 and August 6 noon Raftups at our Mooring in Greenwich Cove
July 31: 4pm at Clambake Area, Greenwich Point Park, Old Greenwich. Lobster Party. RSVP to Vicki Malara
GreenwichSquadron@gmail.com and mail her a check made out to GSPS for $40/person 18 Innis Lane. Old
Greenwich CT 06870.
September 28 7pm YWCA 259 E. Putnam. Ken Brown presents 'Spring 1942, U-Boats Approaching NY Harbor'
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