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 If you have any boating photos
or articles, please send them to

GreenwichSquadron@gmail.com
for our next Harbor Light

Having trouble viewing this email? Click here

The Greenwich Sail & Power Squadron is now known as America's Boating Club of Greenwich

America's Boating Club of Greenwich - District 2                                                          Our website
 

Volume 86 No. 43                                       NEWSLETTER                                        Fall 2021

From the Helm of your Commander
 

What a glorious summer was had in spite of numerous rainy
days! It was so good to see many of you at our summer
opening party hosted by Susan and Mike Ryan, Tuesday
night sails and cruises, raft ups and lastly the fabulous
"Lobster Bake". Lots of good conversation, delicious
appetizers, and beverages were enjoyed at the Ryan's with
86 attendees.

 
Both the Raft ups had 5 boats participate including 1 sailboat with 31 and 30 members.
Thank you to David Leisten for coordinating the on the water activities, and skippers
Andy Cummings and Len Lipton for volunteering to take fellow members out to enjoy
experiencing fresh air on the Long Island Sound. Photos to follow.

Our summer activities ended with the annual Lobster Bake followed by a final Tuesday
night cruise this past week. It was so nice to see such a wonderful turn out of 58
members and guests indulging in delicious lobster, chicken and steak dinners. Captain
John's is the best.  Thank you to all the volunteers who helped make the activities
successful.
 
I look forward to seeing many of you in the fall. Please take note of our fall topics and
presenters.
 
Stay safe and well. - Vicki

 
          

 
 
 
 

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?preview=true&m=1114409407834&ca=135debc1-d601-4192-aac8-821a690e34dc&id=preview
http://www.boatgreenwich.org/
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 ______________________________
  

Report from Andy Cummings, JN,  Educational Officer
 

ESSENTIAL NAVIGATION
 

This Fall, we will be offering a customized navigation
course, which I have labeled "Essential Navigation."  
The goals of the course are to teach the essential
skills of modern navigation (charting and use of charts,
electronic navigation, and use of GPS/Chartplotter) at
a relaxed pace without the time-consuming simulated
cruise and take-home final exam required by the full,
traditional Power Squadron Navigation course. 

The course is designed to meet the needs of students
who want exposure to the basics with less of a time commitment. It will be 6 sessions of
2 hours each.
 
Students who successfully complete a short, in-class exam will receive the coastal
endorsement to their Connecticut safe boating certificate, which may save money on
boat insurance. Students will also receive credit for the USPS GPS Seminar.
 
Our team of qualified instructors will cover use of a nautical chart, basic manual
navigation (determining distances, determining latitude and longitude, drawing a course),
electronic navigation utilizing OpenCPN, creating routes based upon waypoints, and a
hands-on GPS/chartplotter demonstration. The focus will be on the understanding and
use of modern electronics.
 
Stay tuned for details.

 ________________________________

Taking the Bite Out of Hurricanes 
 

From the Safety Officer, Andy Cummings JN
 

Unless you have been camped out in a
different world, you are well aware that we
are in the midst of hurricane season. As I
write this article, we are being deluged by
the remnants of Hurricane Ida. A few
weeks ago, Hurricane Henri, which was
on track for a direct hit to Long Island and
Connecticut, was downgraded to a
tropical storm by the time it made landfall
in most parts of New England. It is
relatively rare for hurricanes to make
landfall in our area; however, the
possibility always exists.  

Here are basic tips for preparing your boat for an approaching storm. The list is courtesy
of Rex Marine, but is a good synopsis of detailed recommendations from Boat/US.  
1.     Add additional lines and fenders. 
2.     Check your bilge pumps and float switches. Make sure they function properly.
Consider replacing old or outdated pumps and switches. 
3.     Check the status of your batteries. Will they last a few days if you do not have a
battery charger? 
4.     If you have an outboard, it should be in the down position. 
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5.     Make sure your dock box is bolted down. If not, please do so or remove it. It can
become a projectile. 
6.     All personal effects on the fingers/docks must be secured or removed, to avoid
damage.
                           ___________________________
     

Neil Thomas
Neil Robert Thomas passed away at the age of 94 on May 29, 2021. He was born in New
Rochelle, New York. He will be sadly missed.

Neil graduated from FE Bellows High School, enlisted US Maritime Service, left as
second class seaman. In 1945, he joined Esso, and voyaged on their ships to Europe,
the Mediterranean, and coastline of the Americas. On returning to land in 1951, he went
to work for American Cyanamid, retiring in 1983. In 1952, he married his beloved Ruth
and they lived in Greenwich.

Neil was drawn by the sea and so the Thomas navy had many fine vessels: S-boat, a 27-
foot Herreshoff for cruises on Long Island Sound; Escape, the wooden lifeboat Neil
decked to make a racing cruiser; Aeolus, a 19-foot Flying Scot for racing; Caprice, a 26-
foot classic Quincy Adams for racing; Gannet, a 30-foot Etchells for racing; Cryogenic, a
10-foot Dyer for winter racing; an unnamed Sunfish for a few seasons; and Jibe-ho, the
36-foot trawler in which Neil and Ruth cruised the eastern seaboard and waterways from
Canada to the Caribbean with a trusting cat along as passenger. They gave an
instructional and entertaining presentation on this to the squadron a few years ago.

Neil joined the U.S. Power Squadron 1952, was a member of Greenwich for 62 years
and achieved the rank of Junior Navigator. He was a member of the Old Greenwich Boat
Club, and the Riverside Yacht Club. His daughter Karen Varbaro is an active member in
Greenwich and follows in her father's sailing footsteps.  Her Etchells Stampede competes
frequently and successfully in local races.

________________________________
 

Did you know?
"Skyscraper"

This word is most commonly used to describe a tall building. It
originates from the term for a small, triangular-shaped sail that was

set above the other sails on the old square-rigged vessels. They
were so tall they seemed to scrape the sky.

 

________________________________
 

Vessel Safety Inspection Program
                                    Captain Jon McCullum

Captain Jon McCullum recently passed his Vessel
Safety Examiner's test and once he has done his five
supervised inspections will be a fully qualified
examiner for America's Boating Club of Greenwich.

Jon is a retired detective, having been with NYPD for
24 years assigned to Terrorist Investigations. He is
currently a Supervisor for Public Safety at Fordham
University. He has the100 Gross Ton Master
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Certification with the towing endorsement and is also
a Marine Radio Operator - MROP. 

On his 2002 Regal 3880 Commodore, he gives tours
on the Hudson River. He also offers free Charting
and Plotting classes and gives information on
boating (i.e. Rules of the Road) and safety. He takes
children out with their parents to experience boating
and loves to see a child's face when on a plane! He
says: 'I do my best to give back. God has been very
good to me and to give back is an honor and a
blessing. When you teach you learn twice.'  

 _____________________________

              Community Outreach
  
For several years we have contributed financially to the boating community. Below are
Vicki Malara and Len Lipton presenting our annual check to the Sea Scouts Ship6 which
operate thanks to Kai Horan, past commander of America's Boating Club of Norwalk.

___________________________________________
 

Our big opening party, Summer Fling, was held at the Ryan's home overlooking Innis
Arden Golf Course.  Almost 90 people enjoyed hospitality supplied by David Leisten and
Julie DiRaimondi at the main bar and Karolyn Armstrong's amazing food. Vicki Malara

was proud to display some of the awards received from District, It was good to see many
VIPs from neighboring squadrons as well as some of our new members.
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Our raftups and weekly cruises organized by David Leisten made for a

spectacular summer for America's Boating Club of Greenwich.  Below are some
photos and we will have more in the winter newsletter.

 

 
The summer season ended with with more fun, good food, and good company at

our famous lobster party held at Greenwich Point Park.  
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Commander:
Treasurer:
Educational Officer:
Admin.Officer:

Vicki Malara P
Bob Henry SN
Andy Cummings JN
Karolyn Armstrong P

Executive Officer:
Secretary:
Asst. Ed. Officer:
Asst. Admin:

David Leisten
Karen Griffin
Susan Ryan JN
Karen Griffin

 

_______________________
 

 CALENDAR
Everyone attending our events must be fully vaccinated.

Watch your inbox for details of these events.

September 22   7pm Greenwich Boat & Yacht Club, 9 Grass Island, Greenwich,
'Ancient Trireme and its Modern Reconstruction' presented by Andy Papademetriou, 
Light refreshments will be served. There is no charge, but we need to know how many to
prepare for, so please let us know you're coming. You are welcome to bring a friend or
two. RSVP here

October 20: 7pm Greenwich Boat & Yacht Club, 9 Grass Island, Greenwich. 
'Winning the Clipper Round-the-World Race' presented by our local sailor Benoit Ansart
who was on board together with his son, Victor.
America's Boating Club of Darien will co-host this event with Greenwich and French chef
Cecile Delannes will produce the light refreshments.

December 3: 6.30pm Greenwich Boat & Yacht Club, 9 Grass Island, Greenwich.
Our Holiday Party will bring in the festive season with good food, great fun and the best
camaraderie in town.

____________________
Officers of America's Boating Club of Greenwich

Executive Committee Members at Large 
Len Lipton S, Andrea Mahee S, Rich Malloy SN, Bill Strong JN, Bill Vernon JN

The opinions expressed by contributors to The Harbor Light are their own and do not necessarily 
reflect the opinions or official policies of the United States Power Squadrons. Harbor Light editor: Susan Ryan JN

America's Boating Club of Greenwich, Old Greenwich, Greenwich, CT 06870
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