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NEWSLETTER

From the Helm of your Commander
The fall wind and weather has been kind allowing us to enjoy
some good boating. Now, it is time to once again prepare for
winter storage and get ready to enjoy the holiday season.
This fall America's Boating Club held a Nautical Trivia Night
outdoors at GBYC, and two virtual presentations. In
September the weather was a comfortable temperature for
Nautical Trivia night making the evening delightful to sit outside. We enjoyed testing and
sharing our boating knowledge, one another's company while social distancing,
refreshments, and the sunset. A total of 16 participated and we had winners for first and
second place. CONGRATULATIONS to Stewart Napoleon and Brian O'Donnell! Check
the photos at the end of this newsletter. Some fun facts were learned.
The first virtual presenter in October was Carleen Lyden Walker on the topic of
"Sustainability in Shipping: The Decade Ahead." This was very informative and
interesting. It was recorded and is available for those who were not able to attend. Just
email Greenwichsquadron@gmail.com to obtain the link.
The second presentation was hosted by one of our members Captain Joy Sherman. The
author of 'Into The Storm', Tristram Korten discussed his book - the true story of two
ships swept up in Hurricane Joaquin in Sept of 2015 and the daring search and rescue
operation by elite Coast Guard swimmers. Very intriguing. I hope you have been taking
advantage of the virtual presentations.
The 2020 Fall D2 District Meeting was held virtually. Past Commander Rich Malloy SN
was awarded life membership for earning 25 merit marks. It was also announced that
Harold Frost AP and Fred Collins P had been members for 50 years. National has sent
commemorative plaques to them. CONGRATULATIONS to all! Once again Greenwich
won the Stanley Stevens award for education - thank you Andy Cummings and Susan
Ryan.
I would also like to give a special thank you to all the members who continue to be part of
keeping America's Boating Club of Greenwich alive and well. May you all have a safe
and joyful time during the holidays with your loved ones. Looking forward to having in
person events again in the future. We will be holding a spectacular party for all as soon
as we can gather safely.
https://ui.constantcontact.com/rnavmap/emcf/email/view?flow=view&camefrom=view&campaign=f9696d6f-9391-4620-8641-194c062aa0e1
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Vicki
If you have any good photos or
articles, please send them to
GreenwichSquadron@gmail.com for
the Harbor Light
_________________________________________________

From the Safety Officer, Andy Cummings JN
Smoke on the Water
This past boating season we witnessed two
vessel fires in as many weeks in our local area,
one in Stamford and one in Cos Cob. The
details of these incidents are still under
investigation, but what we do know as of now
is that in each case the fire ignited at the fuel
dock after the boat operator started the engine
following refueling.
Despite this double whammy this year, boat
fires are relatively infrequent. According to the
Recreational Boating Accident Statistics
compiled annually by the US Coast Guard, fuel related boat fires averaged 170 nationally
for years 2015 through 2019, representing approximately 2.5% of all reported boating
accidents. In Connecticut specifically, there were four such incidents for 2016 through
2019.
Although relatively infrequent, boat fires pose a substantial risk of injury and property
damage if they occur. During 2015 through 2019, death or serious injury occurred in over
74% of reported fuel related vessel fires, causing about $4 million of damage annually.
We should all be reminded of proper refueling procedures:
1. Shut off all electricity and close hatches.
2. Passengers should be off the boat until the boat is restarted and ready to leave the
fuel dock.
3. Do not top off fuel tanks.
4. After refueling, smell the bilge for fumes and run the blower for at least 5 minutes
before starting engines.
Finally, all carbureted gas engines must be equipped with a flame arrestor. Make sure it
is in good working order and properly installed. If the flame arrestor is cracked or the bolt
holding it in place is loose it may not work.
By following these procedures and requirements, a boat operator is less likely to become
an accident statistic.
_________________________________________

From the Educational Officer, Andy Cummings JN
EDUCATION UPDATE
https://ui.constantcontact.com/rnavmap/emcf/email/view?flow=view&camefrom=view&campaign=f9696d6f-9391-4620-8641-194c062aa0e1
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At the District 2 Fall Conference, which was held this year
virtually via Zoom conference call, America's Boating Club of
Greenwich received the Stanley Stevens Memorial Award.
This education award is based upon the historical individual
education achievements of our members. It is given to the
Squadron with the largest percentage of eligible memberscompleting Piloting plus the largest percentage of eligible
members completing Advanced Piloting. So all who have
invested the time and energy to complete Piloting and
Advanced Piloting are responsible for our receiving this
award. As most of you know, I conclude my ABC classes by
telling the students that if they know only what they have
learned in ABC they have no business being out on the water,
particularly with the unforgiving hazards of our local shoreline.
Knowing how to read a chart and determining and navigating a safe route are
indispensable skills.
Our next ABC class is set for March 13, 2020. This will be a one day course. We are
conducting the class earlier than usual to meet the demands of our community. The idea
is to enable students who need the safe boating class to complete it earlier so that by
May or June they can be enjoying their boats and the good weather. The class will be
conducted either in person or virtually depending upon what is prudent and what DEEP
will allow. We are already accepting registrations for this class, so please tell your
friends to register here: March 13 Boating Class
____________________________________________

We have an App!

If you have an Android, download America's Boating Club from Google Play Store
If you have an iPhone, download America's Boating Club from Apple Store
You will be asked to create an account and will be asked for your certificate number and
password. The certificate number is to coordinate with USPS website. But your app
account and password are separate.
The app covers a huge amount of boating information from our courses and elsewhere
and stores your personal and boat details for great convenience. It includes:
Ability to send your coordinates with one click
Sample float plan - once data is in, it's easily changed for each trip
https://ui.constantcontact.com/rnavmap/emcf/email/view?flow=view&camefrom=view&campaign=f9696d6f-9391-4620-8641-194c062aa0e1
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A glossary of nautical terms
How to tie knots, splice, what rope to use and when
Weather (linked to NOAA website)
Tides for YOUR location
Signal flags
Aids to Navigation
How to request a vessel safety check - and what your boat needs on board
A great section on medical emergencies
A link to all the 'how-to' videos on America's Boating Channel

Download America's Boating Club app to open your phone to a
whole range of useful and fun boating information.

_________________________________
Beth Eaton Koch
At the 2020 Annual Members Meeting of the Old
Greenwich Yacht Club, our member Beth Eaton was voted
in as commodore. This is the first father/sister who have
both been commodore. Emmett Eaton was a force in the
Greenwich community - and a great boater. Beth has
followed his inspiration and has now carved her own
impressive niche in the boating community.

Beth Eaton with her father
Emmett.

Beth is a founder member of The Women on the Water
of Long Island Sound. We race the Ideal 18s in clubs
from American Yacht Club up to Black Rock. She is
now an instructor/mentor for new OGYC members
and runs the Thursday women's program there,
bringing new sailors into the racing world.
An Ideal 18 Regatta, Pequot YC

We are lucky to have Beth as a member of America's Boating Club of Greenwich. She
offered her power boat to one of our powerboat handling classes, and has enjoyed taking
our advanced classes. I first met her at a work party at OGYC when we were both
sanding the bottom of an Ideal. I heard someone covered in protective gear muttering to
herself: 'This isn't good enough - Daddy wouldn't like this. . . I must keep going . . . oh
dear . . . " I soon realized what a fine example Emmett was to Beth and know how proud
he would be to know she was now commodore of OGYC.

__________
Ralph Kravitz JN
We are sad to announce that Ralph passed July 5th after
struggling with cancer. We send our condolences to
Malka and the family and will all miss him.

On Dy-A-Nu 2019
remembered by many.

Ralph joined 16 years ago when he took our ABC3 class.
He was already a fine boater but needed his CT safe
boating license when he bought his 36 ft Tartan 'Dy-A-Nu'.
He then took P and AP and JN, became our educational
officer, and has been a key instructor in all classes - often
giving extra coaching to a student having difficulty with a
particular concept. His patient instruction will be

https://ui.constantcontact.com/rnavmap/emcf/email/view?flow=view&camefrom=view&campaign=f9696d6f-9391-4620-8641-194c062aa0e1
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Six years ago he decided he wanted Malka and others to call him 'captain' and took the
captain's license to become a true captain rather than just a skipper. He said that the
USPS courses had thoroughly prepared him for all aspects of the license, except the
Rules of the Road which were covered in more depth.
His biggest contribution to USPS must be the Consortium. In the past squadrons
competed with each other for members and students, and he wanted to change that. He
sat down with Frank Kemp of Darien and held a meeting of the SEOs and commanders
of seven local squadrons. We needed a name. . . and he came up with 'Consortium'
which we all thought was somewhat grandiose, but it stuck. Each year we met to decide
who would offer what course and when. Later Karl Wagner facilitated this
communication by opening a Constant Contact account for us all to use to promote our
courses. Now the cooperation between us is seamless - we are open not only to share
instructors/classrooms/courses but also our social events. We've come a long way thanks to Ralph's initial inspiration.
Susan Ryan

____________________________

Did you know?
"To Know the Ropes" - There were miles and miles of cordage in the
rigging of a square rigged ship. The only way of keeping track of and
knowing the function of all of these lines was to know where they
were located. It took an experienced seaman to 'know the ropes.'

________________________________
NAUTICAL TRIVIA NIGHT
We held a fun trivia night safely outdoors at Greenwich Boat & Yacht Club. The winners
were expert seamen Brian O'Donnell (left) and Stewart Napoleon (right).

Photos contributed by members:

A solitary sunfish . . . . . . . . hiking out . . . . . . . . . The 2020 Vineyard Race start

https://ui.constantcontact.com/rnavmap/emcf/email/view?flow=view&camefrom=view&campaign=f9696d6f-9391-4620-8641-194c062aa0e1
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Commander: Vicki Malara P
Executive Officer: David
Leisten
Treasurer:
Bob Henry SN
Secretary: Karen Griffin
Educational Officer: Andy Cummings JN Asst. Ed Officer: Susan Ryan
JN
Admin. Officer: Karolyn Armstrong P
Asst. Admin: Karen Griffin
Executive Committee Members-at-Large:
Len Lipton S, Rich Malloy SN, Bill Strong JN, Bill Vernon, JN
Opinions expressed by contributors are their own and do not necessarily
reflect the opinions or official policies of the United States Power Squadrons.
Harbor Light editor: Susan Ryan JN

The opinions expressed by contributors to The Harbor Light are their own and do not necessarily
reflect the opinions or official policies of the United States Power Squadrons. Harbor Light editor: Susan Ryan JN
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