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Hello fellow boaters, 

A 
t last, boating season is upon us!  I’ve been working on my sailboat, 
doing spring commissioning chores as well as helping out at the 
boatyard.  This will be the 130

th
 anniversary for my club, the 

Housatonic Boat Club. I really enjoy this time of year. 

Our squadron is doing very well, with the largest increase in membership in 
District 2, and we anticipate a busy season.  Safe Boating Classes will be 

held May 6
th
 and June 10

th
 and are filling up fast - more people will be certified as safe 

boaters and more people to appreciate all we have to offer. 

The Weather seminar being given May 11
th
 at the beautiful Riverside Yacht Club will be a great 

event. 

This year we have begun the Coast Guard-certified Vessel Safety Check program.  A VSC decal on 
your boat shows you’ve been reviewed by an examiner and meet current safety regulations.  It 
reduces the chance of being boarded by the Coast Guard. To schedule a free VSC, contact us at 
GreenwichSquadron@gmail.com. 

The Cummings host our June 2
nd

 summer party which is always a favorite and our Tuesday Night 
sails start in June. If you have a boat and would like to join the fleet to host new boaters, please 
contact Gordon Updegraff (GreenwichSquadron@gmail.com).  These provide an opportunity to get 
on the water with others who enjoy boating and is always a fun time.  Also remember to mark down 
the Lobster Bake, which will be held on July 16

th
. 

Monthly raft-ups in Greenwich Cove will be held at our mooring (41˚ 00.857’N  073˚ 34.727’W).  It’s 

a nice place to tie up with friends.  Check our eBlasts for the dates. 

The Advanced Piloting class ends this month, and we will offer a Cruise Planning course in the Fall, 

so be sure to sign up. I will take CP as it fits well after AP.  The two instructors, Chris Nietzsche and 

Marie Genteale, are experienced international cruisers so it’s a prime opportunity to learn from the 

best. 

Be safe and enjoy yourselves on the water this summer! 

Fair winds and following seas, 

Commander Bill Vernon, P 
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Education Update 

 
Greenwich Sail & Power 

Squadron 
The Bridge: 

Commander 
    William Vernon, Jr. P 
Educational Officer 
    Andrew M. Cummings, JN 
Administrative Officer 
        Vicki Malara, S 
Secretary 
    Gordon Updegraff, P 
Treasurer 
    Robert A. Henry, SN 
Members at Large 
    George C. Dey, JN 
    George Friend, P 
    David Leisten 
    Rich Malloy, SN 
    Susan P. Ryan, JN 
    William Strong, JN 
             

To contact all officers, email: 
GreenwichSquadron 

@gmail.com 

Editors  
Jeanine Giddings & Cécile Delannes  

Upcoming Courses and Seminars 

I f you need your Safe Boating Certificate for the upcoming 
boating season, now is the time to act.  One day courses will be 
held on Saturday May 6 and Saturday June 10.  This course will 
qualify you to operate any vessel including a personal water-
craft.  It will also qualify you for the towing endorsement, which 
is now required if you operate a boat towing someone on water 
skies, a tube, or similar device. 

A weather seminar will be held on Thursday May 11.  If you 
have not taken the weather course, don’t miss this opportunity 
to learn the basics in one evening.  Or if you have taken the 
weather course, this is a great refresher. 

Back by popular demand, Marie Genteale and Chris Nitzsche 
will be teaching cruise planning starting September 12. 

You can also check courses offered by other squadrons in our 
area by checking the consortium schedule on our website at 
https://greenwichsps.wordpress.com/2016/10/05/boating-
courses-from-the-consortium-2/ 

Cummings, JN 

The Greenwich Squadron has taken tables at two notable events 
this spring.  The Greenwich Boat 
Show at the Water Club is now a 
pretty large show, attracting 
many young families buying 
powerboats for the first time – a 
great demographic for USPS 
members.  We recruited some 
visitors for our safe boating 
classes.   

 
The Mianus River Boat & 
Yacht Club celebrated Earth 
Day, and we had a table 
where our members 
demonstrated their 
marlinespike skills. 

BOAT SHOWS 
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Safety   
FLYING BOATS 
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A  Silicon Valley entrepreneur may be developing a flying car. But flying boats have been in 
existence for several years, at least according to a recent classification by the Connecticut 
Legislature.  Popular at many seaside resorts, those jet packs that propel the user into the 

air are now classified as “Jet Articulated Vessels” (JAVs) under Public Act 16-187.  JAVs are 
personal watercraft, which means they are vessels under Connecticut law. 
I have never seen a JAV in local waters.  But I used to say that about sea planes.  You never know.  
Like flying cars, maybe these will catch on. 
 
Here are the rules you need to know, as summarized by in the 2017 Boater’s Guide: 

 You must be 16 years of age to operate a JAV. 
 You must have a valid Certificate of Personal Watercraft Operation to Operate a JAV. 
 Anyone who can turn the JAV on or off, or who can influence the thrust, speed or direction of the  
   JAV is considered to be an operator.  Under these rules, it is possible for the JAV to have more   
   than one operator.  
 You are not allowed to use a JAV in a “No-Wake” zone or within 200 feet of any dock, shore, pier 
   or fixed structure or within 100 feet or any vessel except to transit to the area: NO TRICKS      
   ALLOWED! 
I think DEEP got a bit carried away with the “no tricks” prohibition.  The statute says nothing about 
tricks.  So, flip, dive, and spin all you want.  Just don’t do it in a no-wake zone.   
I will be amending my ABC class materials.  “What does no-wake mean?  It means don’t leave a 
wake and don’t fly away.” 

Andy Cummings, JN 

A Vessel Safety Check is an examination of your boat (power boats, 
sailboats, personal watercraft) to verify the presence and condition of 
certain safety equipment required by State and Federal regulations. The 
Vessel Examiner is a trained specialist and a member of the US Power 
Squadrons. We will also make certain recommendations and discuss 
certain safety issues that will make you a safer boater.  

This is not boarding or a law enforcement issue. No citations will be given 
as a result of this encounter. We will supply you with a copy of our 
evaluation so that you may follow some of the suggestions given. This does 

not exempt you from law enforcement boarding, but you can be prepared to make that a positive 
encounter. Vessels that pass will be able to display the distinctive VSC decal.  

There is no cost for the Vessel Safety Check and most boats can be examined in 30 minutes.  
For additional information or to schedule a Vessel Safety Check contact  

Susan Ryan: 203-998-1864 or GreenwichSquadron@gmail.com 

VIEW THE REQUIREMENTS AND BE PREPARED FOR  
YOUR INSPECTION  

mailto:GreenwichSquadron@gmail.com
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T he message from the Chief Commander was inspiring – and it was good to see how much 
that he has recommended is already being implemented by Greenwich.  We are in close 
touch with the Chief and other leaders at National, and like to think that we have contributed 

ideas to them.  Item 12 of his Summary below is definitely a result of feedback from us on our 
effective invitations to non members to our events. 
 
My personal view is that America’s Boating Club is not a phrase that works for us, but I’d be 
interested in other viewpoints.  To me a Club is smaller than USPS, and has a physical place where 
members can congregate.  

Many times during the Conference the Greenwich Squadron was 
held up as ‘doing the right thing’ and as the ‘go to’ squadron for help 
with promoting our classes.  Three of the 13 squadrons had in-
creased membership in the last year – and we had by far the larg-
est increase.  This is a result of good classes, good events with the 
right mix of social and education, the raftups and our Tuesday night 
sails.  With our officers working so well on these, and so many of 
our members participating, we can only continue to grow. 
 
Once again we received the Outstanding Squadron Award – the 
diver’s helmet. Below is Commander Bill receiving it from incoming 
District Commander Susan Darcy.  Way to go GSPS!! 

District 2 Spring Conference 2017 

At the D2 Spring Conference, held on April 1 in Williamstown MA, we received 
the 2016 Outstanding Squadron Award (Most Improved Squadron) and lead 

the district with the highest membership increase thanks to our outreach 
programs.  George Friend was awarded Lifetime Membership after achieving 

25 merit marks for his contributions to the squadron. 

~ ~ ~ 
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YOUR MEMBERSHIP ENTITLES YOU TO MANY BENEFITS AND DISCOUNTS  

-> http://www.usps.org/national/admin_dept/membenefitslist.htm 

and beyond 

 

May 6         Flare/Up! At Weed Beach in Darien 
May 6            Safe Boating Course one-day class, Greenwich Police HQ. 
May 11     Weather seminar at the Riverside Yacht Club  
June 2      Spring Kick-off party at Andy Cumming’s house 
June 6,     Tuesday Night Sails 
& 13,20,27    
June 7        Executive Committee Meeting at GB&YC (*,)  7:30 pm 
June 10      Safe Boating Course one-day class. Greenwich Police HQ. 
June  TBD    First Raft-up in Greenwich Cove. (41˚ 00.857’N  073˚ 34.727’W.)  

          Check our eBlasts for the subsequent dates throughout the summer. 

July 16      Lobster Bake at Greenwich Point. 
Sept 12     Cruise Planning with Marie Genteale and Chris Nietzsche. 
 
 (*) Greenwich Boat & Yacht Club 

 

Cruise Planning 

Course 

This Fall. 

With experienced 

teachers: 

Marie Genteale  

&  

Chris Nietzsche. 

http://www.usps.org/national/admin_dept/membenefitslist.htm

