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Hello fellow Greenwich Sail & Power Squadron members, 
 

T hanks to great education and social activities, we are now the 15
th
 

largest squadron in USPS out of over 350 and aim to keep it up. 
We’ve had a busy fall and it’s nice now to settle down, with snow on the 
ground, and appreciate the holidays.  Spend your time with family and 
friends – relax now, for we have a busy year ahead in 2017.   

These past few months have been great:  we had Titanic expert Paul-Henry 
Nargeolet bring us all through his journey. It was our most popular event so far and 

we owe this to Admin Officer Cécile C. Delannes.  
Our Holiday Party had a record turnout.  Yet again Cécile produced fabulous food.  Guests 
included some new members, District Educational Officer Karl Wagner, Harry Twitchell,  
(a 62-year member), and Andy Papademetriou, Westchester Squadron Commander, who 
was awarded an Honorary Membership for supporting our Tuesday Sails.  Andy gave our 
past commander Marie Genteale her Navigation certificate which meant she is now SN, 
having completed all USPS courses. And George Friend became a Life Member.  Much 
thanks to our Admin. Officers, the bar trio of Kim, Dave and Chris, and those GB&YC 
volunteers who helped in the kitchen all night!   
A personal update: I finished up my winter boat prep by building a skeleton structure of 
wood and shrink-wrapped my 30 foot Catalina myself.  I am a member of the Housatonic 
Boat Club (established 1887, oldest in the state) and have learned to do much myself, with 
the help of other members, as is our tradition.  This saves money, always a goal, and 
teaches me so much.   
I look forward to another good year for all of us.  We have Advanced Piloting starting 
February 21

st
 and our popular ABC course will be offered on May 6

th
 and June 10

th
.  Please 

check out our website at www.GreenwichSPS.org for more details of upcoming events.  
Our next general meeting is Wednesday, January 18

th
 at GB&YC, featuring guest 

speaker LCDR Dave Ratner who will speak on the history of the U.S. Coast Guard.  
Our Change of Watch will be March 3

rd
 at Innis Arden Club in Old Greenwich.  Please join 

us in welcoming new officers and thanking those who have served.  If you have interest in 
getting more involved, then call me at 203-561-4776; we have some openings and can use 
your talents! 
Fair winds and following seas, 

Commander Bill Vernon 

http://www.GreenwichSPS.org
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Education Update 

 

A fter a young girl from Ocean City fell off the bow of a 
boat this past season and was killed, the State of 
Maryland has moved to ban bow riding.  Other 

states, including Connecticut, could and should follow.  It 
would be about time. 
 
Connecticut does not specifically ban bow riding.  Although, 
in my opinion, it falls within the general prohibition of 
“reckless operation,” which is defined as “the failure to 
exercise the degree of care necessary to prevent 
endangering another person or their property.”  
Nevertheless, we all witness it every weekend on Long 
Island Sound.  All of my ABC students have heard me rant 
about this practice.  Unfortunately, sometimes it takes a 
tragedy for people to take notice that a practice is 
dangerous.  Don’t do it.  It is the kiss of death. 

 
Andy Cummings, JN 

Safety   
Bow Riding: the Kiss of Death 

 

A s I am writing this update, I just received notice that we 
have graduated 11 new Pilots.  All Piloting students 
who completed the final exam passed the course 

successfully.   
 
Congratulations to all!  And, a special thanks to Susan Ryan, 
Ralph Kravitz, Bob Henry, and Gordon Updegraff for their 
assistance in teach this course.   
 
We have a new Senior Navigator in our squadron, Marie 
Genteale.  Congratulation to Marie for achieving this enviable 
accomplishment. 
 
 Advanced Piloting starts February 21, 2017. 

Andy Cummings, JN 

Greenwich Sail & Power 
Squadron 

The Bridge: 

Commander 
    William Vernon, Jr. P 
Educational Officer 
    Andrew M. Cummings, JN 
Administrative Officers 
    Cécile C. Delannes, P 
    Vicki Malara 
Secretary 
    Gordon Updegraff, P 
Treasurer 
    Robert A. Henry, SN 
Members at Large 
    George C. Dey, JN 
    George Friend, P 
    David Leisten 
    Rich Malloy, SN 
    Leslie Napoleon, S 
    Susan P. Ryan, JN 
    William Strong, JN 
             

To contact all officers, email: 
GreenwichSquad-
ron@gmail.com 

Editors  
Jeanine Giddings & Cécile Delannes  

mailto:GreenwichSquadron@gmail.com
mailto:GreenwichSquadron@gmail.com
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Dec 2: Holiday Party 

Andy Papademetriou is presenting Marie 
Genteale with her  certificate for  

passing N.  This is a great  
accomplishment.  Bravo Marie! 

Joe and Marie Pucciarrelli from Norwalk 

Maryann Ramos, Bill Vernon and Mico Loschiavo 

John Hill and Julie Cummings 

Susan Ryan and Vicki Malara 

Harold Frost and Li Rettie 

George Friend and Bill Vernon 

Magda M, Andy Cummings, Aphrodite  
Papademetriou in red and John Hill behind 

Vivian Werner & USPS members from Ohio 

The bartenders Dave, Kim & Chris 

 
Cécile C. Delannes 
in the kitchen with  
GB&YC members:  

Marie Gibbons 
Barbara Bruno and  

Mike Curley. 
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General Meetings 

Great attendance at November’s General Meeting when our guest Pierre-Henry Nargeolet talked 
about diving on the Titanic.  People came from all over District 2 and we were pleased to see our 
friends from the Greenwich Boat and Yacht Club join us for this special evening. 

Bill Vernon, Pierre-Henry Nargeolet and 
Cécile Delannes 

History of the U.S. Coast Guard 

 
Do not miss January General 
Meeting with speaker Lieutenant 
Commander Dave W. Ratner who 
will talk about the U.S. Coast 
Guard history.   
For more information,  
download the flyer. 
 

In 2009 piracy off the Somali coast came to a boiling point as 
pirates took control of the Maersk Alabama and took Captain Richard Phillips in 
hostage.  Lt. Cdr. Dave Ratner led one of the Coast Guard teams in fighting them.  You 
might want to watch the movie “Captain Phillips” before  the January 18 meeting.  
The Finest Hours movie is also good. Click on the pictures to see previews. 

 

https://greenwichsps.files.wordpress.com/2016/12/2017-january_flyer-usps_coastguard.pdf
http://www.uscg.mil/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt1535109/videoplayer/vi699050009?ref_=tt_ov_vi
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt2025690/videoplayer/vi2659430937?ref_=tt_ov_vi
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More about the U.S Coast Guard 

The U.S. Coast Guard has selected its top 10 
videos out of 60.  Now, they need our help in 
deciding which one is the best.  

Check out the trailer  to get a sneak-peek of the 
video nominees and action to come. 

All Top 10 videos have been released Monday, 
Dec. 19, on their official YouTube channel.  

Voting for the 2016 Coast Guard Video of the 
Year contest ends Thursday, Jan. 5, 2017. 
There are two ways to vote for your favorite 
video: Liking or loving your favorite on the official 
Coast Guard Facebook or liking your favorite on the official Coast Guard YouTube.  The winner will 
be announced Jan. 6, 2017 on the Coast Guard Compass, the official Coast Guard Facebook and 
Twitter sites.  It maybe too late for you to vote by the time you receive this newsletter but it may still 
be interesting to watch them. 

~ ~ ~ 
“HURRICANE KATRINA FROM ABOVE” ~ In the wake of our 
country’s most devastating storm, Hurricane Katrina, the U.S. Coast 
Guard was challenged with its largest rescue operation in its history. 
Coast Guard men and women came from all corners of the country 
to answer their nation’s call. By their unmatched performance, they 
once again confirmed their service’s motto of Semper Paratus, 
“Always Ready.” 

When Hurricane Katrina slammed into the Gulf Coast and Greater 
New Orleans, Commander Aaron Waters, Cadet Training Officer, 
U.S. Coast Guard Academy, was piloting one of the first helicopters 
to respond in the Gulf Coast area. Flying through the night after the 
storm made landfall, CDR Waters made numerous rescues along the 
Gulf Coast. During the weeks after Katrina, he continued to fly on 
rescue missions throughout the Gulf Coast and into New Orleans 
during extended rescue operations that went on for over four weeks.  

At Mystic Seaport, February 16, 2017. Click here to learn more 

 

Change of Watch and Annual General Meeting 
 

Friday March 3rd 7 pm 
Innis Arden Country Club 

120 Tomac Ave, Old Greenwich 

Cash bar ~ Dinner ~ Social 
District 2 Commander Vince Evans will swear in next year's commander and officers 

while we celebrate our past year and future plans. 
We ask you to RSVP to Vicki by Monday, February 27 by phone 914-714-1516 

or email  GreenwichSquadron@gmail.com 
Mail check payable to GSPS for $40 per person to 

Vicki Malara ~ Apt. 1201 
150 Southfield Ave ~ Stamford CT 06902 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8ulfjxDOMaI
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZ82FeGyWu0tM0_kBAttAhA
https://www.facebook.com/UScoastguard/
https://www.facebook.com/UScoastguard/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8ulfjxDOMaI&list=PLgOje37c-b1OsRdMTamwwOLrj_iYrERZv
https://twitter.com/USCG
http://www.mysticseaport.org/event/adventure-series-hurricane-katrina-from-above/
mailto:greenwichsquadron@gmail.com
http://www.mysticseaport.org/event/adventure-series-hurricane-katrina-from-above/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8ulfjxDOMaI&list=PLgOje37c-b1OsRdMTamwwOLrj_iYrERZv
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To See & To Do 
Your boat is out of the water but you still want to keep on learning or dream about new adventures? 
Check out those informative and entertaining free videos and podcasts about gear, people, skills, 
and places that interest boaters. 

F ollows the highs and lows of an expedition of marine 
scientists as they travel to the Seychelles, off 

Madagascar, to study an important species of fish called 
the Giant Trevally (GT), a fish revered by many cultures 
and prized by sport fishermen around the globe.  
Jessica Glass, from Yale University, is working to 
understand this connectivity through genetic analyses of 
fish sampled throughout their range. To help her 
accomplish this goal, fellow scientist and angler, Gaelin 
Rosenwaks, traveled with her to catch and sample GTs in 
the waters surrounding the inner Granitic Islands.  
Click here for more information 

Date: Tuesday, January 10th ~ Time: 6:00 pm Reception, 7:00 pm Screening 
Location: Explorer’s Club Headquarters, 46 E 70th Street, NY, NY, 10021 
 
“EXPLORING THE DEEP OCEAN” 

U nderwater robots serve as our technological “eyes” while exploring water 
depths of up to nearly four miles. These robots capture stunning imagery 

and allow researchers to study underwater mountains, volcanoes, and 
trenches – and anyone with internet access can watch the dives in real-
time and listen to scientists discuss discoveries as they are happening. 
Melissa Ryan and Dan Rogers of Global Foundation for Ocean 
Exploration, will tell the story of how we explore and study the abyss, 
and will share some recent discoveries that have been made with 
spectacular underwater imagery. Mystic Seaport January 19, 2017.  

Click here to learn more 
 

S ubscribe to this wonderful free publication that promotes 
marine conservation and travel through community 

engagement, online media, and eco-tourism.   

February 9-12 January 25-29 

 

http://www.sailloot.com/category/podcast/
https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/the-sailing-podcast/id517464883?mt=2
https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/thesailingchannel.tv/id94624850?mt=2
https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/world-of-boating/id73799596?mt=2
https://audioseastories.com/product-category/audiobooks/
https://explorers.org/events/
http://engineeringfordiscovery.org/
http://engineeringfordiscovery.org/
http://www.mysticseaport.org/event/adventure-series-melissa-ryan-exploring-the-deep-ocean/
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Global+Foundation+for+Ocean+Exploration&view=detailv2&&id=89A0150EFE935B7213F531DC979CC9558D3FF7DA&selectedIndex=126&ccid=CSrxz9Fv&simid=608013528957845638&thid=OIP.M092af1cfd16faa849d8d01abb0cac021o0
http://www.sevenseastravelmagazine.com/
http://hartfordboatshow.com/
http://www.nyboatshow.com/
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YOUR MEMBERSHIP ENTITLES YOU TO MANY BENEFITS AND DISCOUNTS  

-> http://www.usps.org/national/admin_dept/membenefitslist.htm 

 

Jan. 4, 7:30 pm:    Executive Committee Meeting at GB&YC*. 
Jan. 18, 7:30 pm:   General Meeting at GB&YC.   
               History of the U.S. Coast Guard with LCDR Dave W. Ratner of the 
               U.S. Coast  Guard Academy. 
               Come and learn the history of the United States Coast Guard. Founded in 1790  
               to save lives, it became in 2003 part of the Department of Homeland Security. 
 
Feb. 1, 7:30 pm:     Executive Committee Meeting at GB&YC. 
Feb. 21:                   Advanced Piloting begins 
 
Mar. 3, 7:00 pm:     Change of Watch at Innis Arden  Country Club. 
Mar. 15, 7:30 pm:  General Meeting at GB&YC with speaker Christopher P. Labozza 
               Precision Marine Center, New Rochelle, NY 
 
May 6:                     Safe Boating Course one-day class. 
 
June 10:                  Safe Boating Course one-day class. 
 
 (*) Greenwich Boat & Yacht Club 

and beyond 

New Year Resolutions 

http://www.usps.org/national/admin_dept/membenefitslist.htm

