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“ Sailing a boat calls for quick action, a blending of feeling with the 
wind and water as well as with the very heart and soul of the boat itself. 
Sailing teaches alertness and courage, and gives in return a joyous-
ness and peace that but few sports afford.” 

George Matthew Adams 
 

Hello fellow squadron members!  I hope you are enjoying your Summer…it 
has gone by so fast and seems to go more quickly each year.  We still have a 
few months for water activities; please be safe out there and enjoy your-
selves. 
While on a recent Tuesday evening sail with fellow squadron members, I was 

reminded of my early days of sailing and the enthusiasm I had for learning to sail, how to “crew”, and 
how the Captain knew what he wanted at all times.  It was a casual racing series in Narragansett 
Bay in 1983 on Wednesday nights after work where I was recruited as a “newbie” crew member (my 
first time on a sailboat!)  In retrospect it was easy just to follow orders.  Flash forward to 2001, when 
after not sailing since the early ‘80’s, I purchased my first boat, a 19’ Cape Dory Typhoon Week-
ender, which I kept on a mooring in Greenwich Cove.  I had never been “skipper” on a sailboat, so 
taught myself to maneuver the boat and feel my way through the wind, exploring Captain Harbor and 
the coast of Greenwich.  But something was missing: I realized it was the knowledge of what I was 
doing.  So I took my first boating course, “Piloting”, with the USPS in Greenwich; it was there I also 
found people with boating experiences to share, who have taught me as much as the course (this 
includes John Giddings, Chapman Award winning Instructor, who taught the Piloting course).  
     Since then I have taken many USPS courses, but I can say honestly that it is the interaction with 
other squadron members, both teachers and students, that has given me the most.  As a squadron 
member, having a network of fellow boaters has helped me immensely, especially in these last two 
years when I upgraded to a 30’ Catalina and have had to learn the systems on the boat.  So, to all 
members or those who are just getting started, I recommend: 1) Getting involved by joining a Com-
mittee and/or upgrading to annual membership to the Greenwich Sail & Power Squadron, for the 
friends and fellowship and, 2) Taking “Piloting”, starting on September 13

th
, at Police HQ in Green-

wich for the knowledge that will make you a better boater.  It worked for me, so reach out to a mem-
ber to get more involved.  I am always available at WilliamCVernonJr@gmail.com or (203) 561-
4776.  
Upcoming events:  In addition to our Tuesday sunset cruises, we have upcoming speakers meet-
ings. (see page 9); please contact us at GreenwichSquadron@gmail.com with ideas & suggestions. 
In closing I would like to thank all those who have made our summer events successful, including 
the Annual Lobster Bake, the Raft-ups, and the Tuesday cruises,.  Contact Gordon 
Updegraff at glupdegraff@key-control-systems.com to get involved in these and be 
assigned a boat (either power or sail).  It’s free, so if you are a new or longtime mem-
ber, now is the time to see what we have to offer! 

mailto:WilliamCVernonJr@gmail.com
mailto:GreenwichSquadron@gmail.com
mailto:glupdegraff@key-control-systems.com
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Education Update 

P 
iloting starts September 13th. The course will be 8 Tuesday 
evenings.  I am looking forward to seeing many of our new 
ABC graduates in this class.  In addition to the traditional 
skills of manual charting, this course will include an 

introduction to Open-CPN, the electronic charting software 
promoted by the US Power Squadrons.  If you have no charting 
experience, would like to refresh your skills, or bring your skill up to 
date, please join us. 
 
The Mid-Hudson Power Squadron has designed a 
Decommissioning Seminar.  The seminar will focus on what you 
need to do to put your boat to rest for the season and what you 
should be doing now to make decommissioning in the spring 
easier.  The seminar will be Wednesday October 19 at 7:00pm at 
the Poughkeepsie Yacht Club.  Free pizza will be served.  
Participants are asked to bring a dessert or side dish to share.  If 
you are interested, please contact Betty Gladstone 
(BeGlad1@aol.com or 845-485-5204) 
 
Andy Cummings, JN 
Squadron Educational Officer 

Visit the US Power Squadron 
Booth #338 to test your 
boating skills 
Take the helm of a virtual boat to practice 
basic boating maneuvers and improve your 
boating skills—without leaving dry land. 
The USPS® new Boating Skills Virtual 

Trainer® (BSVT) makes learning fun! It features a steering wheel and a 
real Mercury throttle you use to “drive” a 20-console boat on a lake with 
other powerboats, sailboats, navigation aids and a marina. 
Training options include close quarters maneuvering, docking and more. 
Instructors can adjust current and wind direction and velocity, and day/
night settings to vary the degree of difficulty and challenge you whatever 
your skill level. It's a fun, easy way to boost your boating skills.  
Dates & Location: Thursday through Sunday September 22–25, 2016 
Norwalk Cove Marina 48 Calf Pasture Beach Rd. East Norwalk, CT 
06855 
There will be something for everyone with a line-up of boating education, 
entertainment and special attractions, including on-the water demos and 
boat handling workshops, fun kids' activities and more. 
Show Hours: 10am–7pm daily 
Admission: $15.00 Full Price Adults (save $2 when you purchase tickets 
online before 9/21/2016 11:59 pm). FREE admission for USPS/USCGA 
members Thursday, September 22 - Simply present your USPS or 
USCGAUX identification card at the Will Tent desk for one adult 
admission 
15 and younger— FREE (when accompanied by an adult) 

VOLUNTERS NEEDED TO TEND THE BOOTH! 

Greenwich Sail & Power 
Squadron 

The Bridge: 

Commander 
    William Vernon, Jr. P 
Educational Officer 
    Andrew M. Cummings, JN 
Administrative Officers 
    Cécile C. Delannes, P 
    Vicki Malara 
Secretary 
    Gordon Updegraff, P 
Treasurer 
    Robert A. Henry, SN 
Members at Large 
    George C. Dey, JN 
    George Friend, P 
    David Leisten 
    Rich Malloy, SN 
    Leslie Napoleon, S 
    Susan P. Ryan, JN 
    William Strong, JN 
             

To contact all officers, email: 
GreenwichSquad-
ron@gmail.com 

Norwalk Boat Show 

Editors  
Jeanine Giddings & Cécile Delannes  

mailto:BeGlad1@aol.com
http://www.usps.org/d12/PDF/BSVT.pdf
http://www.usps.org/d12/PDF/BSVT.pdf
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/48+Calf+Pasture+Beach+Rd,+Norwalk,+CT+06855/@41.0934982,-73.4037774,15z/data=!4m16!1m7!3m6!1s0x89e81ebd518305e1:0xec344b7629f300e9!2s48+Calf+Pasture+Beach+Rd,+Norwalk,+CT+06855!3b1!8m2!3d41.092621!4d-73.39388!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/48+Calf+Pasture+Beach+Rd,+Norwalk,+CT+06855/@41.0934982,-73.4037774,15z/data=!4m16!1m7!3m6!1s0x89e81ebd518305e1:0xec344b7629f300e9!2s48+Calf+Pasture+Beach+Rd,+Norwalk,+CT+06855!3b1!8m2!3d41.092621!4d-73.39388!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s
http://www.boatshownorwalk.com/seminars
http://www.boatshownorwalk.com/features
mailto:GreenwichSquadron@gmail.com
mailto:GreenwichSquadron@gmail.com
http://www.boatshownorwalk.com/
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Playing it Safe with Shore Power 

T 
his past weekend I spent the night at a marina on the Connecticut side of Long Island Sound.  
(I am withholding the name and location as my point in not to embarrass the Marina operator, 
but to illustrate a safety concern.)  After tying up my boat, I started to connect my shore 
power cord to the dock receptacle.  The receptacle did not appear to be in good condition, so 

I asked the dock hand about it.  “Oh, a guy plugged in this morning and there was a big spark and it 
caught fire,” he said flatly.  “I recommend not using it,” he says as if what he had already told me 
was not a sufficient deterrent.  “It was not working and I think the guy who tried to fix it reversed the 
wires,” he explained.  “I hate it when incompetent people try to do something.” I did not ask what 
happened to the other boater or the boat. 

Reverse polarity (meaning that the “hot” wire is connected to the ground and vice versa) can 
damage electrical equipment and is a leading cause of electrical fires.    Here are a few tips to avoid 
the problem.  If an electrical outlet does not look right, do not use it.  Before plugging in a shore 
power cord turn off all AC power and AC appliances.  If your AC control panel has a reverse polarity 
tester, test the connection before turning on any power.  If your AC control panel does not have a 
tester, an insert to your shore power cord is available. 

My story illustrates the need to watch out for yourself and use common sense.  Do not assume that 
a shore power receptacle is safe and in good condition, or that even a reputable marina warns of a 
known problem.    

Andy Cummings, JN 

Safety : “I Am Glad I Asked.”   

“Well before raft-up time, SEO Andy Cummings on Lucky Two sailed 
over from the Water Club and asserted his spot as the anchor boat at 
the squadron mooring in Greenwich Cove.   It was peaceful and he 
was enjoying a quiet read when the OGYC launch motored up and 
dropped off Susan and her two teenage grandkids. 
Hot dogs?  Yes, please. Soda?  Oh yes.  Swim?  Mmmmm  - and in 
the water they dived and stayed all afternoon.  
Along came George Friend and Merle in Merle with burgees flying. . . 
another boat or two rafted up . 
. . and then there was a really 
majestic sight.  Hydrotherapy, 
one of the largest boats in the 
squadron brought over David 
and Wendy Cassuto and two 
friends who had been cruising 
with them a few 
days.  Showing off their bow 

thrusters, they circled around a little and settled beside the 
boats already in place.  As always there was some good 
movement between the boats, with lots of good refreshments 
and fun and laughter.  
There were other members’ boats nearby in the Cove, so the squadron was well 
represented on that beautiful Saturday. We thank David Leisten for arranging such a 
perfect day – ensuring the raft up was scheduled for a date when the tide was high 
enough for all.” ~ Susan Ryan 

Second Raft-up 2016 - July 24th. 
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Lobster Bake at Greenwich Point: July 10th. 

J & J Giddings’s children Swallows nests numbered So nice to see Eileen McDonald with us. 

New members fishing for the winning number /  Victoria Malara & Racey Bob Henry with Karen Varbaro’s family. 

George Dey, the Henrys, Sherry Dey 
and Julie Cummings. 

Fran, a friend of Racey’s and Terry Henry Harold Frost and Nancy York and 
also below with husband Sam York. 

George Friend and Merle LeBlanc Bob Henry and Vicky Malara 
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Young Mariners Graduation at Riverside Yacht Club 

Greenwich Young Mariner’s Graduate at 
the Riverside Yacht Club 

I 
t was a beautiful afternoon at Riverside 
Yacht Club where the Annual 
Graduation Ceremonies for the 

Greenwich branch of the Young Mariners 
were held in early August.  Andree Pruitt, 
Commodore of the Riverside Yacht Club, 
and Tom O’Connell, former Chairman of the 
Young Mariners Foundation, were both on 
hand to recognize the achievements of 
these fine young students.   

Commodore Pruitt addressed the 
candidates with a motivating speech about 
the friends you make while learning to sail, 
and noted that her best friends to this day 
were friends she met while learning to sail.  
It was very inspiring.  Each candidate was 

presented with a certificate recognizing their completion of the Greenwich Young Mariner’s 
Foundation’s course.  Families and friends, as well as Michael Stacy, Aquatics Director, and Juan 
Flores of the Greenwich Boys & Girls Club, were on hand for the celebration.  I attended the 
graduation to represent the support of Greenwich Sail & Power Squadron and particularly the 
involvement of our own P/D/C Susan Ryan who organizes the six-month Greenwich program with 
Tom O’Connell and has been there since its founding, rallying support from GSPS members each 
year to help educate and mentor these young boaters.  A highlight this year was two instructional 
sails on the SoundWaters schooner that were appreciated not only by 35 members of the Boys and 
Girls club but also by our members and our friends in the boating community.   Our Lily Moureaux 

teaches photography to the 
students, and was on hand to 
commemorate the graduation 
with photographs.  Many thanks 
to Susan for driving this 
important outreach program 
which is now part of the 
SoundWaters Organization. 

~ Commander Bill Vernon 
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“ I had a call from someone in Social Services who had seen our promotion of the Weather class. 
She knew of a 12-year-old who was very interested in physics – could he take the class?  We gave 
him a book, and paid special attention to him at all the classes he attended so he didn’t feel lost, 
and afterwards he sent this delightful note.  He was interested throughout, and even asked a few 
questions, but didn’t take the final exam.  
The instructors were happy to have him in class. 
He wrote us a letter to thank us.  See below 
Susan Ryan 

We make a difference 
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Memories of the storm damag-
es from Irène and Sandy are 
still fresh in the minds of many 
boaters and shoreline resi-
dents. 

As we head into peak hurricane 
season, NOAA just updated the 
forecast to a 70% chance of 12 
to 17 named tropical storms of 
which 5–8 are expected to be-
come hurricanes, including 2–4 
major hurricanes. 

To date, there have been seven 
named storms, including two 
hurricanes (Alex and Earl). 
Four made landfall: Bonnie (in 
South Carolina), Colin (in western Florida), Danielle (in eastern Mexico), and Earl (in Belize and Mex-
ico).  

(For update click on the following link http://weather.unisys.com/hurricane/atlantic/2016/index.php) 

NOAA and Connecticut elected official urge coastal residents to make sure they have their hurricane 
preparedness plans in place and to monitor the latest forecasts. 

Click on the link below to access pages that explain what actions to take when you receive a hurri-
cane watch or warning alert from the National Weather Service for 
your local area. It also provides tips on what to do before, during, 
and after a hurricane. https://www.ready.gov/hurricanes.  Moreover 
a boater’s guide can be downloaded on the Boat Owners Associa-
tion of The United states website http://www.boatus.com/hurricanes/
boaterprep.asp 

Sandy Storm Surge: Inundation (feet above ground level) Source: NHC Sandy Report

  
Are you safe?  
Click the following link to see a simulation of Global Sea Level Rise Map: 
 http://geology.com/sea-level-rise/ 

Hurricane Season 2016 

http://weather.unisys.com/hurricane/atlantic/2016/index.php
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/com/weatherreadynation/hurricane_preparedness.html
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/com/weatherreadynation/hurricane_preparedness.html
http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/
https://www.ready.gov/hurricanes
http://www.boatus.com/hurricanes/boaterprep.asp
http://www.boatus.com/hurricanes/boaterprep.asp
http://geology.com/sea-level-rise/
http://www.weather.gov/okx/HurricaneSandy
http://www.boatus.com/hurricanes/assets/pdf/swhurr_prep_guide.pdf
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Clink on the fol-
lowing link below 
to track all known 
Atlantic tropical 
cyclones since 
1851:  https://
coast.noaa.gov/
hurricanes/ 
  
 
 
 

Atlantic Hurricane Season ~ from the Saffir–Simpson hurricane wind scale ~ source noaa.gov 

2016  

2012  

2011  
Cécile C. DELANNES 

https://coast.noaa.gov/hurricanes/
https://coast.noaa.gov/hurricanes/
https://coast.noaa.gov/hurricanes/
http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/aboutsshws.php
https://coast.noaa.gov/hurricanes/
https://coast.noaa.gov/hurricanes/


The Harbor Light Page 9 

and beyond 
September           
               TUESDAY SUNSET CRUISES (until the boats are out of the water) 
 
Tue.13, 7pm:          Piloting class starts at the Police HQ.  Click to pre-register 
Thur. 29, 7:30 pm:   General Meeting: Open Chart Plotter Navigator by Jon Ricci, JN           
               explores this concise chart plotter and navigation software.  Cash Bar. 

               At the Riverside Yacht Club, 102 Club Road, Riverside. 

October 

Wed. 5, 7:30 pm:      Executive Committee Meeting at GBYC 

Wed. 19, 7:30 pm:    General Meeting: Tips To Sell Your Boat & How To Buy Your Next Boat with 
                                  Confidence by David Fales 

November 

Wed. 2, 7:30 pm:      Executive Committee Meeting at GBYC 

Wed. 16, 7:30 pm:    General Meeting GBYC with Speaker 

December  

Fri. 2, 7 pm:       Holiday Party 

Celebrating the heritage, spirit of adventure,  
and ingenuity of maritime pursuits 

Bucksport, Maine, Friday September 30 - Sunday October 2, 2016 
 

The IMFF is a joint venture between Northeast Historic Film and 
WoodenBoat Publications. 
It is a juried contest of films celebrating the heritage, spirit of adventure, 
and ingenuity of boats and waterborne pursuits.  
NHF’s state-of-the art theater in Bucksport will host a gala awards event 
on the weekend of September 30-October 2, 2016. In the months after 
the awards event, a compilation of winners will be offered to venues 
worldwide.  

International Maritime Film Festival 

Sign up with Gordon Updegraff 
for Tuesday Sunset Cruises:  

(914) 469-8593  
 glupdegraff@key-control-

systems.com 

Take your 

 vitamin 

SEA!!! 

mailto:greenwichsquadron@gmail.com
http://maritimefilmfestival.com/index.php
mailto:glupdegraff@key-control-systems.com?subject=I%20would%20like%20to%20participate%20to%20tuesday%20sails%20fun
mailto:glupdegraff@key-control-systems.com?subject=I%20would%20like%20to%20participate%20to%20tuesday%20sails%20fun

