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W ow!!   Where  has summer gone?  I feel as though I just wrote the 
summer edition and here we are not only in fall but as I write this, the 
first frost is in our backyard.   I hope all of you have had a safe and 

fulfilling boating season and can spend the next few months remembering the 
highlights.  That will make the winter months go by more rapidly until we see the 
lights of spring and yet another boating season.   The Tuesday night sails 
organised by GSPS were a huge success and I personally want to thank all the 
skippers who made their boats available. 
 
 The July Lobster Bake was enjoyed by many members and friends.  
 In September we held a new member appreciation picnic — something we 

hadn’t done in a few years.  We inducted several new members into our squadron.  They joined us 
after taking the ABC course in the spring, and we hope they will remain a part of our group in the 
coming years. 
  
Looking forward we have a great calendar of events, the first of which is our October meeting where 
we will have a speaker from the Norwalk Maritime Aquarium.  In November, the GSPS program will  
present a trip up the Hudson River and through the Erie Canal by boat.  It’s probably something 
many dream about but few actually do.  Come and join us and live vicariously.  December we will 
have our traditional holiday party on December 4

th
.  

 
The Piloting course has just started and we will give a weather class later in March.  Two basic 
boating classes are scheduled for May.   
 
In order to host the monthly meetings and teach courses which both educate boaters and hopefully 
continue to grow the ranks of the squadron membership, we need many volunteers.  If you haven’t 
volunteered recently or at all, I call upon you to contact anyone on the bridge and offer your services.  
We can always use the help.  It will make the squadron stronger. 
 
This is the last Harbor Light edition before the Holiday Season so I want to wish all of you and your 
families a happy and healthy Holiday Season. 
 
Cdr. Leslie Napoleon 
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Education  
Update 

 

W 
e have kicked off the fall courses with Piloting.  
Currently we have an enthusiastic and diverse group 
of 17 students enrolled.  Building on the success of 

our one-day ABC course last spring we are conducting this 
class in the training room of the Greenwich Police 
Headquarters.  Again, I want to thank the Greenwich Police 
Department for allowing us to use this beautiful and modern 
facility and for its support of the Greenwich Sail & Power 
Squadron and boating education.   
 

A weather course will commence March15, 2016.  Finally, in 
time for boating season, we will be offering 2 one-day ABC 
courses May 7 and 21, 2016. 
 

Andy Cummings, JN 
Squadron Educational Officer 

 

A 
t the District 2 Fall Conference held October 17, 
2015, I was honored to accept on behalf of the 
Greenwich Sail & Power Squadron the second place 

Mel Cohen Safety Award for 2015.  This award is given to 
the District 2 Squadron that has been judged to have made 
significant contributions to the promotion of safe boating 
during the year.  The evaluation is based upon participation 
in community activities, publications, children’s programs, 
vessel safety checks, and other activities.  This award 
belongs to the Squadron and to everyone who contributed 
to our safe boating activities.   
 

Thanks to all and congratulations! 
 

Andy Cummings 
Safety Officer 

Safety 
Update 

Once again, the Greenwich Sail & Power Squadron has joined 
with its neighboring squadrons to offer a wide range of  

Power Squadron courses.   
Click on hyper link below: 

Power Squadron Courses – 2015-2016 

https://greenwichsps.files.wordpress.com/2015/10/2015-16-consortium-schedule-sept-15-with-abc.pdf
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And the Chapman Award goes to….. 

 

BREAKING NEWS! 
 

T 
hanks to glowing recommendations from his 
colleagues and students, the Squadron submission of 
Andy Cummings for the Chapman award has been put 

forward to National by District 2.  The Charles F. Chapman 
Award for Excellence in Teaching recognizes outstanding 
USPS instructors. Once a year, each squadron nominates 
one outstanding instructor to its district. The District 
Educational Officer forms a committee to select one nominee 
within their district for national judging. In the final judging, 
the Chapman Award Selection Group of the Instructor 
Development Committee recognizes the five winners who 
represent the organization's most effective volunteer 
instructors. 

 

The last instructor we submitted for this award was John 
Giddings, who was given the award six years ago.  District 
appreciates the quality of education in the Greenwich 
Squadron. 

 

The theme of our submission was ‘Andy loves to Teach’ as we believe that this passion Andy has for 
teaching is what makes him such an outstanding instructor. 

Good luck Andy, and thanks for continuing John’s tradition of outstanding instruction! 

 

Susan Ryan 

Gordon moderating at District meeting Andy at District meeting 



New Technology 
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MCMURDO AIS MOB DEVICE 

SEPTEMBER 26, 2015 
 

M 
cMurdo, a leading manufacturer of marine electronics, 
recently announced the introduction of their new S-10 AIS 
Man Overboard (MOB) device.  About the size of a tiny 

flashlight, this device transmits an Automatic Identification System 
signal with identification and a GPS position for mariners that fall 
overboard. The transmission can be detected by all AIS equipped 
vessels within range.  The device has a range of about 4 miles, it 
is waterproof, buoyant, and has a strobe light.  Price of the S-10 is 
about $400.   

The information can be viewed on a radar, chart plotter, or AIS 
equipped VHF receiver.  AIS can operate on the VHF band or by 
satellite.  The US Coast Guard recently announced that it is now 
required on all commercial vessels.  For use by vessels, AIS 
transmit’s the vessel name, course, speed, and current navigation 
status.  Vessels can be tracked on special computer web sites.  
AIS was developed as a technology to avoid collisions by large 
vessels at sea. 

William Isenberg 

 

T 
he United States Power Squadrons’ booth 
at the Norwalk Boat Show had more 
participants than ever.  Jim Dobbs and his 

team from the Norwalk Squadron organized the 
booth throughout the Show and ensured all went 
very smoothly.  Bill Vernon, Jenny deGarmeaux, 
David and Sara Cassuto and Susan Ryan 
represented the Greenwich Squadron.  George 
Hallenbeck did stellar duty at the simulator every 
day, with a line of boaters waiting to test their 
skills.  Representatives from squadrons 
throughout District 2 came to help – and District 
Commander Gino Bottino was very appreciative 
of everyone joining together to help. 

 

 The Consortium Schedule was on display 
and many took information about our 

courses.  One immediate benefit was the boater who immediately signed up for our Piloting 
class that began the following week. 

2015 Norwalk Boat Show 
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Tuesday Sunsets On The Water 

F 
irst of all let me thank all the captains 
and those who sailed with us this past 
summer for a wonderful season with 
a lot of fun and fellowship. 

It was a very successful first season, with 
no issues, good participation and getting to 
know some very wonderful people. 

We look forward to next year and 
expanding our offerings. 

It has been a pleasure being with all of you. 

Regards,  Gordon 

W e personally want to thank the many 
participants in our Tuesday sails and 

cruises. The skippers have been generous in 
contributing their boats, and the ‘crew’ generous 
in contributing to expenses and food. Old 
members, new members, friends from the 
boating community and colleagues from other 
squadrons have all joined us on one Tuesday or 
another – thank you. 

George Friend and Merle have put together 
several wonderful excursions for us.  One was a 
tour up the Byram River where none of us on 
board had ever been before. We docked at 
BarTaco and had a fun dinner there.   July 28 
they arranged for us to cruise to The Sand Hole 
over by Oyster Bay on Long Island where we 
had dinner on board and on our way back we 
rescued a sail boat that had run up on the rocks. 

 Our Tuesday sunsets on the water are not 
just boat rides, they are excursions with a 
purpose and rescuing a sail boat off the rocks 
just adds to the events.  New member Tom 
Zombek said afterwards how impressed he was 
with the way George and his crew managed the 
rescue calmly and without panic.  

 All the skippers, including our educational 
officer Andy Cummings, never lose an 
opportunity to instruct on board, and explain the 
chart plotter, or why a buoy is both green and 
red, or how the tweak of 
a sail adds a little speed.  

 Our planning may 
be perfect – but unfortu-
nately the weather 
doesn’t always 
cooperate.  Boaters are 
used to this, and 
everyone’s flexibility 
when we’ve had to 
change docks, timing, 
dining plans etc.  is very 
much appreciated. 

 So these Tuesday 
evenings incorporate all 
three sides of the USPS 
triangle – education, community outreach and 
camaraderie. 
 

Susan  

Spirit under sail 

 
Please check out the latest Tuesday night photos on Facebook. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/Greenwich-Sail-Power-Squadron-122532739022/?ref=hl


S 
ailors seem to have their own language. 
One could wonder why they muddle up 
simple terms, but the fact of the matter is 

that most of the nautical terms originated way 
back in maritime history and have a tradition that 
is centuries old. Following are just a few of the 
more common terms and widely accepted 
explanations out of many, for their origin. 
 
Port and starboard seem needless ways to 
confuse left and right. But the origin can be traced 
back to a time when ships were steered with a 
long paddle called a steering board and because 
most men were right handed, it was placed on the 
right hand or steer board side. This evolved into 
starboard side.  
 
With the steering board on the right, it was 
necessary to put the left side to the dock or port 
which became known as the port side. The older 
term for the left side, lard board (lar-board), 
sounded so much like starboard, that term port 
side came into wider use. 
 
When ships were outfitted for war, holes were cut 
in the sides to accommodate the cannon. The 
French word for door is Porte and the cannon 
openings were called cannon ports. Eventually 
the term portal came to be used for any opening 
in the side of a ship. 
 
Early sailing ships had no formal rest rooms. 
Instead there was a portion of the forward deck 
that overhung the water and it was here that 
sailors relieved themselves. The forward portion 
of a ship was referred to as the head of the ship, 
thus when sailors went forward to use the 
overhanging deck, they would simply say they 
were going to the head. 
 
In sailboat races and in combat, there is a 
maneuver whereby one ship intentionally passes 
close by on the windward side, in order to deprive 
the enemy ship of any wind on its sails. This 
would cause the enemy ship to lose headway and 

to give the aggressor an advantage. To this day 
we refer to someone who loses a debate as 
“having the wind taken out of his sails” 
 
When ships anchored out of port and sailors used 
a small sail boat to reach shore and the local 
pubs, the boat they used had sails controlled with 
three lines called sheets. Often the sailors were 
so drunk upon their return trip that no one 
controlled the sails and the three sheets went 
flying in the wind, thus the term three sheets to 
the wind.  
 
Since these sailors were not paid on a regular 
basis, the bartenders kept track of their accounts 
on a posted list that contained the sailors name 
and a P for pints and a Q for quarts. The 
bartender would make hash mark under the 
appropriate letter and when paid. Since all 
bartenders were not totally honest it was 
important that the sailors minded their P’s and 
Q’s. 
 
The term to intentionally sink a ship is to scuttle 
the ship. On early ships, water was held in a 
vessel called a hogshead or butt. Thus anytime 
sailors gathered around the butt for a drink of 
water, they would share rumors, and rumors were 
said to have the potential to destroy or scuttle a 
ship or fleet. This is how the term scuttlebutt 
came into existence. 
 
I hope you enjoyed this journey back into 
maritime history, but I have to end it now. The 
scuttlebutt around the head is that if we mind our 
P’s and Q’s we can go into port and get three 
sheets to the wind. Missing the tender would 
really take the wind out of my sails. 
 
Bill Hempel, Senior Feature Writer, Marketing/Public 

Relations Committee 
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THE HISTORICAL ORIGIN OF NAUTICAL TERMS 
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Your name 
Greenwich Sail and Power Squadron. 

New name tags with our newly branded logo (see be-
low) are available.  
Please contact Cdr. Leslie Napoleon if you wish to or-
der some new tags at GreenwichSquadron@gmail.com 

 

Nov. 4, 1930  Executive Committee Meeting at GB& YC 

Nov. 18, 1930 General Meeting at GB & YC 

   “Presentation by Captain ‘Bulldog’ Thal on Exploring the 

   Hudson River and Erie Canal” 

Dec.3, 1930  Executive Committee Meeting at GB& YC & decorating 

Dec. 4, 1900  Holiday Party at  GB & YC 

Jan 6, 1930  Executive Committee Meeting at GB& YC 

Jan 20, 1930  General Meeting at GB & YC 

Feb 3, 1930  Executive Committee Meeting at GB& YC 

Feb 26, 1900  Change of Watch dinner 

and beyond 

Editor Jeanine Giddings appreciates the help of Cécile Delannes with  this Newsletter. 


