
Commander’s Message to Members  
and Friends of the GSPS 

 
 

H 
ere we are approaching Memorial Day Weekend, generally known by 

boaters as the first weekend of summer fun.  Although the winter was 

very long and cold, we managed to have two very good programs for 

squadron members.   

The first was “Blue Water Racing to Bermuda" presented by Sohier Marks and 

the second was a presentation on Saving the Sound.  Both excellent and well 

attended.   

During the spring, GSPS held several basic boating courses; the last was given 
at the Greenwich Police Headquarters and was a sellout.  We actually had to 

direct students to courses given by other squadrons. In 2014 we were the District 2 Squadron 
with the largest growth in membership.  This was partly due to having a large number of ABC 
students who have an automatic six-month membership.  We look forward to retaining these once 
their trial membership is over. During May we held our Annual party at Jenny De Garmeaux’s 
house.   
 
Another successful event.  Going forward we have several boating events planned for the 

summer.  The first of which are our Tuesday Night Sails. We will begin calling them Tuesday 

Night Boating events as several of our members have power boats and wish to participate.  June 

will see the first raft-up for 2015 and our Annual Lobster fest will take place in July.  None of these 

activities could take place without the support and contributions of our members.   

I want to take this time to thank all of the members who have given their time to make these 

events the success they are and encourage the other members to come forward and run or help 

run an event later in the year.   

Have a wonderful and safe boating season. 

Cdr. Leslie Napoleon, S 

New USPS Tag line          “Come for the Boating Education...Stay for the Friends.” ℠   
The National Marketing Committee, believes this tag line more accurately describes who we are and what 
we do. It should be used in all correspondence, websites, PowerPoint presentations and elsewhere. All 
previous tag lines should no longer be used. —Eugene E. Molteni  
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EDUCATION UPDATE 
 

W 
e completed another successful one-day ABC course 
to kick off the boating season.  This was the first 
course taught at the Greenwich Police Headquarters, a 
modern and spacious facility with state-of-the-art audio 

and visual equipment.  As a result of the heroic publicity efforts of 
Susan Ryan, we sold out the class at more than 50 students.  After 
accounting for a few no-shows we graduated 48 students.  All stu-
dents who took the exam after an intense and concentrated day 
passed it.  The students consisted of a mix of adults, teenagers, 
and children from novice boaters to experienced sailors.   
 
Our date coincided with Police Day, so several VIP’s were present 
who addressed the class at different times throughout the day, in-
cluding Greenwich Police Chief Jim Heavey, Congressman Jim 
Himes, and State Representative Fred Camillo.  We had an out-
standing team of instructors and assistants who contributed to this 
successful day, Andy Cummings, Gordon Updegraff, Terry Henry, 
Bob Henry, Ralph Kravitz, Susan Ryan, Bill Strong, and Bill 
Vernon.   
Thanks to all who contributed and thanks to the Greenwich Police 
Department for supporting this event. 

 
 

Andy Cummings, JN 
Educational Officer 

The ABC3 Class at the Police Station. 
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It’s All About Education 

The ABC3 Class at the Police Station with instructors  
Lt/C. Gordon Updegraff, Terry Henry, P/C Robert Henry and  
P/C Bill Strong. 

On the Greenwich Police boat with three Police Officers are from left,  
P/D/C Susan Ryan, Cdr. Leslie Napoleon holding the Proclamation, 
First Selectman Peter Tesei and Educational Officer Lt./C Andrew  
Cummings. 

The two latest SN Rich Malloy and Terry Henry received 
their Awards from Educational Officer Andrew Cummings. 

A s noted at the recent District Spring Conference, 
in 2014 the Greenwich Sail and Power Squadron 

grew by 9.4%. This may not sound much, but is the 
largest growth of all the 15 squadrons and the district’s 
average was a decline of 5.8%. The three squadrons 
which did have a membership increase used the 
communication tool of Constant Contact to broadcast 
their classes and events.  The Membership Committee 
believes that having first class instruction, fun and 
informational monthly meetings, exceptional parties 
and the introduction of our summer Tuesday Sunset 
Sails have all contributed to this growth. Thanks to so 
many who have participated in so many ways. 

 
Susan Ryan JN 

Membership Chair 

The Squadron Growth 



A 
s every safe boating student learns, the 
captain of a vessel is responsible for checking 
the weather forecast before leaving the dock.   
This principle is well illustrated by the tragedy 

that occurred in Alabama in late April of this year. 
 

 The 57th annual Mobile to Dauphin Island 
regatta went awry when the participants suddenly 
found themselves in 73 mile per hour winds.  More 
than 10 vessels capsized or were incapacitated in the 
storm.  The event, described as one of the largest 
point-to-point sail races in the United States, went as 
scheduled despite the fact that the National Weather 
Service had issued a sever thunderstorm warning and 
then a watch.  Captains apparently assumed that the 
sponsors would cancel the event if the weather were 
prohibitive.  This assumption proved disastrous.  The 
lesson here is that each captain must check the 
weather and make his or her own informed decision 
about the safety of the vessel, crew, and passengers. 
 

 In today’s information age, many options exist 
to obtain a reasonably accurate weather forecast, from 
the traditional VHF broadcast to a variety of smart 
phone and tablet applications.  My favorite method, at 
least for local waters, is the National Buoy Data Center 
website or app.  NOAA maintains buoys in selected 
locations, including locations throughout Long Island 
Sound, that provide real-time wave height wind speed, 
and other data as well as links to forecast information.  
The website is available at http://www.ndbc.noaa.gov/ 
and the buoy for Western Long Island Sound is 
#44044. 
 

 Whatever method you select, do check the 
weather.  Know before you go. 
 

Andy Cummings, JN 
Safety Officer 

WEATHER OR NOT 
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I 
n a recent edition of a local newspaper there 
was a short story regarding two men that left 
three children in an anchored 26 foot craft 
while the men went diving in the nearby 

waters. While they were under water, the anchor 
of the boat broke loose and the craft with the 
children on board drifted away.   
Due to strong currents the divers could not catch 
up to the drifting craft as it moved further away. 
This was a real recipe for disaster!  
Fortunately, a passing boater picked up the divers, 

the Coast Guard was called for the drifting craft, 
and all were rescued without any harm. The 
responsible adults here trusted their safety and 
that of the children to the boat’s anchor. 
Obviously, this didn’t work out very well.  
 
All too often boaters fail to recognize the amount of 
anchor line and/or chain (rode) required to hold a 
secure anchorage. Seems like boaters just don’t 
want to purchase and carry that much chain and/or 
line. I do not know the details of this specific 
incident, but I will bet the divers did not have 
sufficient line out on their anchor. Any time a boat 
can drift along with its anchor on the bottom and fail 

to have the anchor catch hold, you know there was 
not sufficient rode. If you doubt me, put your anchor 
out with a short rode and see how far you drift 
before the anchor bites into the bottom. 
 
The United States Power Squadrons® recommend 
an anchor rode that is equal to seven to ten times 
the water depth plus the height above water of the 
point where the anchor is attached to the vessel. 
Seven is the multiplier in calm seas and ten is 
required in windy days. So if you are in 20 feet of 
water and your bow cleat is 3 feet above water line, 
you need 20 +3 or 23 times seven feet of anchor 
rode (161 feet) to hold anchor on a calm day and 23 
times ten on a windy day(230 feet).  
I wonder how many boaters who anchor in 20 feet of 
water are carrying 200 feet of anchor rode. Better 
yet, what about the fishermen that venture off shore 
and try to anchor in 80 feet of water. In this case we 
are looking at above 500 to 800 feet of rode to hold 
an anchor in place. In my area, I don’t know of any 
off-shore recreational fisherman that carry any 
where near that amount of line and/or chain.  
So please believe the 7 to 10 ratio guidelines for 

anchor rode and make sure you have sufficient for 

your situation.  

So if you are in 20 feet of  
water and your bow cleat is 
3 feet above water line, you 

need 20 +3 or 23 times  
seven feet of  

anchor rode (161 feet)  
to hold anchor on a calm 

day and 23 times times ten 
on a windy day (230 feet). 

 

YES, YOU DO NEED THAT 
MUCH ANCHOR LINE 

http://www.ndbc.noaa.gov/
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L’Hermione sets Sail to America 

I n 2015, a handcrafted replica of the L’Hermione, 
the 18th century frigate that brought the young 

Marquis de Lafayette with French troops to General 
Washington will return to America.  

T his Summer, it will enchant crowds in cities all 
along the Eastern seaboard.  On July 1,2,3,4  it will be 
in New York Harbor (with educational ships from U.S. 
east coast.)  A parade is planned on the forth of July. 
Maybe some of us, members of the Power Squadrons, 
may want to organize a sail down New York harbor to 
go salute this magnificent ship. 
 
It all started in 1993 when a small group of enthusiasts 
conceive an audacious idea – to recreate the frigate 
L’Hermione which carried Lafayette to America in 
1780 and then sail it here.  Led by author and savant 
Erik Orsenna and by Benedict Donnelly, they started a 
long process of feasibility planning and then of laying 
out the construction site at Rochefort in the Poitou-
Charentes Region (Southwest of France.) 
 
In 1997 on the basis of exact line drawings (taken 
from L ’Hermione’s sister ship, La Concorde, after she 
was captures and then stored in the British Admiralty) 
the construction begins.   The drawings were used to 
“reverse engineer” the ship.  While this L’Hermione 
has taken 16 years to complete, the original took just 
under one.  One of the fastest naval ships of her kind, 
the L’Hermione was the product of a French drive for 
naval supremacy that was personally led by Louis XVI.  
Her relatively small size gave her nimbleness, while 
the twenty-six 12lb and six 6lb cannons gave her 

formidable fire power.   
 

The L’Hermione left Rochefort, France mid-April 2015 
and will sail 3,819 miles to reach Yorktown, VA on 
June 5 followed by calls at Mount Vernon, Alexandria, 
Annapolis, Baltimore, Philadelphia, New York Harbor
(July 1,2,3,4), Greenport (July 6, 7), Newport (July 8, 
9 ), Boston (July 11, 12),  Castine, Lunenburg and 
Halifax. 
 

The Hermione’s itinerary reaffirms the historic 
relationship between the United States and France.  
The friends of Lafayette-Hermione in America, Inc., a 
non-profit group, supports this exciting adventure – 
partnering alongside local heritage and nautical 
groups, students and teachers K-through 12, and 
many cultural organizations, museums and 
universities with a full program of exciting educational, 
musical, culinary and special events scheduled at 
each port during 2015. 
 

History 
Lafayette left Rochefort on March 19, 1780 and 
arrived in Boston Harbor 38 days later—fast for a ship 
under sail.  There the young French aristocrat, who 
was 22 at the time rejoined his friend and mentor 
George Washington (whom he befriended during a 
previous voyage in 1777), giving him the news that 
King Louis XVI had agreed to provide military support 
for the revolution.  On July 10, a contingent of 5,000 
French troops led by Jean-Baptiste Donatien de 
Vimeur, Count de Rochambeau, disembarked at 
Newport, Rhode Island. 
 
The following March, Lafayette, now a major general 
in the Continental Army, arrived with his army in 
Yorktown; in August, Rochambeau’s troops marched 
with Washington from New York to join him.  
Meanwhile, a French fleet under Admiral François de 
Grasse sailed from the West Indies and closed in on 
the mouth of the Chesapeake Bay to blockade the 
British and challenge the Royal Navy.  The French 
had arrived just in time to join the Revolutionaries in 
mounting the siege of Yorktown, contributing 
expertise, weapons and troops.  Lord Cornwallis’s 
surrender on October 19, 1781, was the decisive 
defeat that ended the war. 

To all sailors around Connecticut and Westchester 
area who might be interested in sailing down the city 

on July 4th to join in the Hermione-Lafayette parade 
please see the Parade registration page, at  

parade.hermione2015.com.   

http://parade.hermione2015.com
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Your name 
Greenwich Sail and Power Squadron. 

New name tags with our newly branded logo 
(see below) are available.  
Please contact Cdr. Leslie Napoleon if you 
wish to order some new tags  
at GreenwichSquadron@gmail.com 

May 9   Basic Boating Course at Greenwich Police Headquarters. 

May 15  1900  Summer Party at Jenny deGarmeaux’s home. 

May 15   Wear Your PFD to Work day. 

May 16 1130  “Ready Set Wear it” with Landfall Navigation 

May 17-23  Safe Boating Week—  

   - Proclamation from First Selectman Peter Tesei at Town Hall with Andy Cummings. 

   - Tour of Greenwich Harbor on the Marine Police boat. 

May 19   Tuesday Sunset Sails when weather permits all Summer. 

   Meet at Ponus YC in Stamford afterwards for food and friendship. 

June 3 1930  Executive Committee Meeting  TBD 

June 14 1200  Raft Up  at Mooring  L41° 00.8’ N  Lo 73° 34.73’W with David Cassuto. 

June 20   ABC class part I for High School students. 

June 25   ABC class part II, On-water addition for High School students. 

June 27   POTW seminar for High School students. 

July 19 1500  Lobster party at Clambake Area at Greenwich Point. 

August 1   District 2 Summer Council, I-84 Diner in Fishkill, NY 

August 27  1500  Young Mariners Graduation, Riverside Yacht Club. 

October 17   District 2 Fall Conference, Hyatt House in Fishkill, NY 

and beyond 


