
Commander’s Message to Members  
and Friends of the GSPS 

 

W hile those of you who were at the Change of Watch have heard this before, I 
believe it’s important for all squadron members to know that I am pleased to 

know that you have confidence in me to lead the group this next year.  I am look-
ing forward to working with the new board.  

Recently we had our first meeting and while it probably lasted way too long, we 
did discuss and accomplish a great deal. I am truly excited at the enthusiasm ex-
pressed by all.   We have set up an exciting and full calendar filled with both edu-
cation and social activities. I look forward to seeing many of you at these events 
and hope you will join the Bridge in volunteering to help with one.  This is a vol-
unteer organization and we rely on everyone.  We cannot continue to depend on 

the same individuals all the time. 

We will have general meetings on the third Wednesday of the month in March and April at the 
Greenwich Boat and Yacht Club.  Watch for the notices. 

One of the topics discussed at our first Bridge meeting was what format the next members’ roster 
should be.  In the age of computers, we have agreed and are planning to send out an updated list 
which can be printed on your computer.  It’s nice to have a copy on your boat, and on your desk. 

We are planning many on the water activities that will enable those members without boats to spend 
some time on the water.  On Tuesday evenings beginning in May, weather permitting we will have 
sunset sails.  Please watch for notices.   

Once again  Jenny DeGarmeaux has agreed to host the Summer Party on May 15th  and Rich Malloy 
has booked the clambake area at Greenwich Point for July 19th for the Lobster bake. 

We are excited about our ABC boating class to be held on May 2nd at the Police Headquarters in 

town.  Please let your friends and relatives know if they need to get a safe boating certificate.   

Education is the mission of the United States Power Squadrons. 

Leslie Napoleon 

New USPS Tag line          “Come for the Boating Education...Stay for the Friends.” ℠   
The National Marketing Committee, believes this tag line more accurately describes who we are and what 
we do. It should be used in all correspondence, websites, PowerPoint presentations and elsewhere. All 
previous tag lines should no longer be used. —Eugene E. Molteni  

Greenwich, Connecticut, L 41° 00’ N, Lo 73°37’ W     March– April  2015 
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RECAPPING A YEAR OF EDUCATION 
 

The following is a summary of education activities for 2014:   
 

 The Basic Boating Course continues to be the keystone of our 
educational programs.  In the past year, we conducted four ABC courses 
with a total of 48 graduating students.  This includes a one day course held 
during Safe Boating Week at the Innis Arden Cottage at Greenwich Point 
from which 26 students obtained their Safe Boating Certificates. 

 In our advanced courses: 
3 students completed Engine Maintenance 
4 students completed Navigation Systems 
3 students completed Piloting 
6 students completed Seamanship 
8 students completed Weather 

 Three GSPS members became Senior Navigators:  
       Rich Malloy, Robert Henry and Terry Henry. Congratulations ! 
 

Currently, we have ten students enrolled in an ABC course.  Our next 
course is May the 2nd. 
 

Andy Cummings, JN 
Educational Officer 

 
 

TEACH THY CHILDREN SAFETY 
 

 I  am frequently asked by parents, “How old does my child 
need to be to take the safe boating course?”  Technically, 

there is no age restriction.  However, parents need to assess the child’s 
maturity level and gauge whether or not he or she has the time to commit 
to the learning experience.   But, I note that it is never too soon to begin 
teaching boating safety and that we have taught successfully children as 
young as eight years.   Children often are more engaged and inquisitive 
than their adult counterparts. 
 As we all know, children under the age of 13 must wear a life 
jacket.  Your child’s inevitable question, “Why do I need to wear this?” 
offers a great opportunity to begin teaching boat safety.  As children easily 
learn by doing, engaging your child in the hands-on task of ensuring the 
safety of all on board creates the most effective and engaging way to 
impart the importance of safe boating. 
  An important first lesson is how and when to use the VHF radio.  
This is an important skill if the only adult on board becomes incapacitated.  
Moreover, we have all heard frivolous chatter by children on channel 16, a 
blatant violation of federal law.  Parents can be effective in controlling and 
preventing this behavior. 
 Another good lesson is to give a child a safety equipment checklist 
and let him or her locate each piece of equipment on the boat before 
leaving the dock.  This task not only teaches the safety equipment 
requirements but also instills a sense of pride, accomplishment, and 
responsibility.   

Andy Cummings, JN 
Safety Officer 
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TURN IT OFF 4 EMILY 

  

F 
our Greenwich high school students  were 
enjoying a beautiful afternoon on the water last 
summer when tragedy struck. 
Emily Fedorko, 16, was on a 

tube with another friend off Greenwich 
Point last summer when she was struck 
by the propeller of the boat towing her. 
The girls fell off the tube and the 
driver of the boat reversed to pick them 
up, without turning off the ignition. 
Emily died and her friend had a bad 
leg injury. The driver and spotter were 
both 16 and all girls had their safe 
boating certificates. 

Senator Scott Frantz and three other Greenwich legislators 
have introduced Bill 699 – Emily’s Bill. The proposed bill  
establishes the minimum age of 16 for towing any person 
by vessel and requires the completion of a safe towing 
course prior to engaging in such towing by vessel.   

February 28 Frank Kemp of Darien, George Hallenbeck of 
Stamford and I went to Hartford to testify in favor of 
Emily’s Bill. Other members of Connecticut squadrons 
sent in written testimony. 

The Fedorko family were there, and gave us laminated 
labels to give our safe boating course students. These give 
safety tips on safe towing to the driver and the rider to 
affix onto power boat ignitions. 

Giving poignant testimony to the Senate Environment 
Committee, Joe Fedorko said: "We need to learn from this 
so we can protect someone from the pain we feel every 
day. As a legislative body you have the ability to require 
better education and training in order to prevent another 
tragedy."  

George is already working on adding content on towing to 
our ABC3 course and gave the draft to the Fedorko family 
to ensure they were in agreement. Thank you, Frank for 
spearheading this effort; and thank you, George for your 
usual diligence. 

  Submitted by Susan Ryan 

You win with great coffee and your 
squadron wins  

 

 
 

Solude Coffee Roasts the 
Finest of Coffee Beans 

SOLUDE Coffee, founded and managed by avid boaters, 
has extensive experience in working with many prominent, 
non-profit, educational organizations, such as the United 
States Power Squadrons® and its members. It is proud of its 
well-earned reputation for roasting and packaging a variety 
of excellent coffees from all over the world, and delivering 
them quickly and freshly to your mailbox. The main key to 
its quality taste is that coffee is air roasted – so never bitter. 
 
SOLUDE Coffee's proven program provides for the 
automatic donation of 20% of the total charge (not 
including shipping) for the coffee ordered by any Member, 
or by any of his or her family members and friends!  The 
total donations are sent directly each month to the Members' 
local Squadron, to use in any way it chooses, such as for 
educational activities. 
 
When you click on the link below, you will be taken to 
SOLUDE Coffee's website.  If this is your first purchase, 
you will be asked to register just once with your name, 
address, and email address.  You will also choose a 
password, and enter your Squadron Name under “Fund 
Raiser ID”.  You can then click "Buy Now" to see the 
various coffees that are available, or to make your selection. 
www.soludecoffee.com/usps  

A NEW MEMBER BENEFIT 

http://www.greenwichtime.com/search/?action=search&channel=local&inlineLink=1&searchindex=gsa&query=%22Emily+Fedorko%22
http://www.soludecoffee.com/usps
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Change of Watch   
February 6, 2015 

Awards & Recognition 

P/C Nancy York is selected for the Commander’s 
Achievement Award. 

Cdr. Leslie  
Napoleon 
Welcomes  
Gordon   
Updegraff  as  
Secretary. Leslie Napoleon in sworn in by D/Lt/C John Steger,  

as the new Commander of our Squadron. 

The Silver Whistle Award was given to  
P/D/C Susan Ryan,  Lily Moureaux and Stewart Napoleon 

for teaching the Young Mariners. 



Change of Watch    
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Andy Cummings:  received the Excellence 
in Teaching Award. 

Jeanine (L)  
received the 
Distinctive 
Communicator 
Award for our 
newsletter. 

Rich (R)   
received the  
Distinctive 
Communicator 
Award for our 
website. 

Andy (Left) and Robin present their Education and Budget reports. 

Jeanette DeGarmeaux is now Administrative 
Officer and William Vernon Executive Officer. 

(Left) Jordan, Sarah 
and David led us 
with the pledge of  
allegiance. 
 
 
 

Gordon Updegraff received the Lt/C flag. 
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Change of Watch  - Family Time 

P/C Tom Bowman and Marianne Bowman. 

P/C William Strong and Robin Strong. 

The Cassuto Family, Sarah, Jordan, Wendi 
and David. 

P/C John Giddings and Jeanine Giddings. 

Lt. George Friend and  Merle Leblanc. 

Happy Birthday to Marie Genteale ! 
 
With her are Chris Nitzsche (L) and  P/C David Cassuto. 

P/C Rich Malloy and Helen  Malloy. 
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GOOD INTENTIONS DON’T ALWAYS PAY 

I 
n my haste to prepare the boat well in advance of the 
first race, I allowed the spinnaker halyard to run to 
the top of the mast.  My crew were not to arrive for 
another hour, so, not wishing to be embarrassed 

by this unfortunate 
incident, I devised a plan 
to retrieve the halyard, 
taking advantage of the 
fact that my boat was fitted 
with an external main 
halyard. 
 
I calculated that a large 
plastic garbage bin, full of 
water, would be heavier 
than me, due to my 
slender build.  I quickly 
gained possession of a bin 
from behind the club 
premises, and, by means 
of a system of ropes, 
secured the bin to the 
main halyard.  By lowering 
the bin over the side of the 

boat I filled it with  water while I set up a system to 
secure the tail of the halyard to one of the winches.  To 
ensure that the bin would be heavier than me, I added 
a few builders bricks. 
I winched the bin to the masthead and tied a loop for 
my foot at the end of the halyard.  I was now all ready 
to be taken to the top of the mast by the weight of the 
bin;  I could then retrieve the spinnaker halyard and 
slide gently down the mast back to the deck 
unassisted. 
 
When I released the winch, my assent to the top of the 
mast commenced more quickly than I had anticipated.  
As I rose, I was not able to avoid the descending bin, 
and received a severe blow on the right shoulder 
together with minor abrasions to my neck and upper 
arm.  The impact of the descending bin pushed me 
under the spreaders, bruising my left shoulder and 

stretching the left side of my neck.  However I 
managed to hold onto the halyard with both hands. 
 
When I arrived at the top I could not slow down and my 
fingers were drawn into the pulley causing multiple 
contusions and lacerations.  At the same time the bin 
hit the deck with a bang and split open:  as the water 
gushed out I became heavier than the bin and began to 
descend with ever-increasing speed.  As I went past 
the spreaders I received a glancing blow to my left 

buttock which threw me in the path of the now 
ascending bin which bruised my right buttock and took 
the skin off my right leg.  
 
My descent was hurriedly terminated when I arrived at 
the boom, but, unfortunately I had one leg on either 
side of it.  The shock caused me to duck forward 
suddenly, striking my head on the mast which caused 
me to lose my grip of the halyard.  Dawn came the bin, 
which tipped over when it landed on the spreaders, 
tipping out the bricks, some of which landed on my 
head.   I must then have lost consciousness, because 
my crew found me later all of a heap on the deck inside 
the garbage bin. 
 
Submitted by Harry Twitchell. 

 
“When I arrived at the top I 
could not slow down and my 
fingers were drawn into the 

pulley causing multiple 
contusions and lacerations” 

 

 

Your name 
Greenwich Sail and Power Squadron. 

New name tags with our newly branded logo (see below) are available.  
Please contact Cdr. Leslie Napoleon if you wish to order some new tags 
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March 14, 0900  District 2 Winter Council in Fishkill.  
March 18, 1930  General Meeting at GB&YC.  Sohier Marks “Racing To Bermuda” 
March 17, 24 & 31 Introducing Safe Boating to Young Mariners, Boys & Girls Club. 
  
April 1, 1930  Executive Committee Meeting at GB&YC. 
April 15, 1930  General Meeting at GB&YC. Tracy Brown “Save the Sound”. 
April 18  District 2 Change of Watch in Stamford – incoming commander Gino Bottino 
  
May 2, 0900  One Day ABC Boating Class at Greenwich Police Station. 
May 6, 1930  Executive Committee Meeting at GB&YC 
May 15   Summer Party at Jenny DeGarmeaux’s home. 
May 15   “Wear Your PFD to Work Day” 
May 16   “Ready Set Inflate” at Landfall Navigation. 
May 17-23  Safe Boating Week. 
   - Proclamation from First Selectman Tesei at Town Hall. 
   - Tour of Greenwich Harbor on Marine Police boat. 
    

Tuesday Sunset Sails  
  

When weather permits, all summer we will hold Tuesday Sunset Sails  
followed by a dinner at Ponus Yacht Club. 

 
Watch your inbox for details on all events, or contact GreenwichSquadron@gmail.com   

 

and beyond 


