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 Hello Members and Friends of the GSPS, 
 
 
 

 I t's that time of the year again-- HydroTherapy is being put to bed for the winter. 
As always, I would like to take a moment to share with you some of my summer 

highlights.  This year Wendi and I traded in our Catalina 350 for a Bavaria Cruiser 46.  We took 
possession of her up in Mystic, CT at the end of June.  A special thanks to Marie and Chris for 
all their help and advice with the new boat.  Our maiden voyage started  with us heading East to 
Martha's Vineyard.  We spent three wonderful days at Oak Bluffs and explored the entire island.    
Throughout the summer we took many other sailing trips and even had a chance to do a few 
overnights with friends.  When Sarah and Jordan returned from summer camp we headed out for 
another 10-day cruise.  A big highlight for the entire family was taking a scenic sightseeing trip 
aboard a 6-seater plane at 1,000' off the ground.  It was awesome!  I have known Bill Strong for 
many years but we never had the chance to sail together.  In the early Fall Bill and I went out for 
a great evening sail and it turned out to be one of the best sails of the year. 
 

 The GSPS also had many highlights from the summer.  We started off with a "Kick off 
to Boating Season" get-together at Jenny deGarmeaux's house, which is always a great event.  
We had our Annual Lobster Bake at Tod’s Point, which was another successful event.  Next was 
our annual raft-up.  It was a well-attended event and everybody had fun.   Toward to end of the 
summer we tried a new on the water event.  An evening sail was planned thanks to Gordon 
Updegraff, Vicki Malara and Susan Ryan for organizing the sails, and to skippers George Friend 
(on his new powerboat) and Ralph Kravitz (Dy-A-Nu) who joined HydroTherapy.   We pushed 
off the dock about 4:00pm and returned to a wonderful BBQ back on the dock at Brewers.  It 
was a mini-vacation in the middle of the week.  Everybody had a great time and we hope to 
make this a regular event next year.   
 

I am pleased to announce that National has awarded Alonzo See his 50 year membership – what 
an achievement! 
 

 As I write this letter, October is quickly coming to an end.  The GSPS is already busy 
planning a great holiday party and, before you know it, we will be having our annual Change of 
Watch. 
 

 I would like to wish everyone a great Thanksgiving and Holiday Season.  Hope to see 
you soon at a GSPS event. 
 

 Regards, 
 

 David 

 Commander Greenwich Sail & Power Squadron 
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L et me congratulate Past Commander Bob Henry for 
becoming a Senior Navigator.  By achieving the US Power 
Squadron’s highest education rating, Bob has accomplished what 
relatively few Squadron members accomplish. 
 
The fall line up of courses is underway.  We have 9 new ABC 
graduates, several of whom have gone on to enroll in Piloting.  
Piloting has a total of 7 students enrolled.   
 
Bob Henry is teaching Electronic Navigation with 5 students 
enrolled.  Electronic Navigation is a new course that replaces 
Marine Electronics 103, but is an interim course until the 
development of Marine Navigation Systems is completed. 
   

Andy Cummings, JN 
Educational Officer 

 

Awards from  
District 2 Fall Conference 

 
The following awards were announced at District’s Fall  
Conference; 
 
Alonzo See – 50 Years Membership 
Robert Henry – Senior Navigator 
Susan Ryan – Mel Cohen Safety Award First Place 
Andrew Cummings - Certificate of Educational Proficiency  
George Toper - Certificate of Educational Proficiency 
 
We congratulate all recipients and thank them for their service to 
the squadron. 
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T 
he availability of electronic navigation charts 
in the form of chart plotters, PC software, and 
smart phone and tablet applications is 

proliferating.  Modern electronic charts are 
convenient and easy to use.  But can they replace 
their traditional paper counterparts?   
 
The US Power Squadron Piloting and Advanced 
Piloting texts teach us that the navigator must select a 
“qualified route” with reference to a paper chart.  
Even the manufactures of the electronic versions 
admit to this limitation.  If you have any doubts 
about this admission, just read the manufacturer’s 
disclaimer.  This point is well illustrated by a recent 
report of a captain who attempted to navigate 
through a narrow inlet relying solely upon his chart  

 
plotter, which showed the inlet passable.  The 
current NOAA chart clearly showed otherwise.  The 
difference proved disastrous—the vessel was a total 
loss. 
 
When selecting a course in unfamiliar waters, I 
determine a safe route using a paper chart and then 
“draw” the course on my iPad.  The iPad sits at my 
helm in a waterproof pouch where it will not get 
soggy, tear, or blow away.  By this approach, I have 
the best of both paper and pixels—accuracy and 
convenience. 

 
 Andy Cummings 
 Squadron SEO 

Norwalk Boat show 
 

Paper or Pixels ? 

 

New USPS Tag line 
“Come for the Boating Education...Stay for the Friends.” The Marketing Committee, with the concurrence of the 
Board of Directors, believes this tag line more accurately describes who we are and what we do. This new tag line should 
be used in all correspondence, websites, PowerPoint presentations and elsewhere. All previous tag lines should no longer 
be used. —Eugene E. Molteni  

mailto:eugene.molteni@verizon.net
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Summer activities  2014 

Click here to see the photos from the Lobster 
Bake: 
 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/
qsfjve1euwyh1r4/AAD_NzGjvpXf2g-
FB45SJW7Ia  
  

 Raft-up in June Lobster Bake in July  

Nancy and Sam York 

Rose Claus and Brian O’Donnell surrounded by friends. 

Just as last year, My Therapy, with Captain Brian O’Donnell is  
the anchor boat 

From left, a guest,  Gordon Updegraff, Chris Nitzsche, Marie 
Genteale, Leslie Napoleon, Julie Cummings, Jeanine Giddings, 
Marsha Colten, Vicki Malara, John Giddings, Steward Napoleon 
and front sitting is Andy Cummings, captain of Soul Mates   
below 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/qsfjve1euwyh1r4/AAD_NzGjvpXf2g-FB45SJW7Ia
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/qsfjve1euwyh1r4/AAD_NzGjvpXf2g-FB45SJW7Ia
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/qsfjve1euwyh1r4/AAD_NzGjvpXf2g-FB45SJW7Ia
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More Summer activities  2014 

If it’s Tuesday, we’re out sailing! 
 

F 
ollowing the example of the ‘Thursday night sails’ 

given  by  Westchester  Sail and Power Squadron, 

Greenwich is holding ‘Tuesday Sunset Sails’.  Many 

thanks go to skippers David Cassuto, George Friend, Ralph 

Kravitz and Andy Cummings 

who have all offered their 

boats to take members out on 

the water.  We meet about 

6.30 pm, sail independently 

for an hour (no racing 

allowed!) and a half and all 

meet at Yacht Haven’s picnic 

area on the dock for a 

barbecue.  To sign up for next year – either as a skipper or 

as crew – contact greenwichsquadron@gmail.com 

Ralph Kravitz and Susan Ryan  

HydroTherapy leaving harbor  

The swan at the BBQ 

‘With a Click of the Shutter’ 
By Lily Solmssen Moureaux, Greenwich Sail & Power 
Squadron 
 

A s a photographer and a sailor, I was especially 
delighted when PDC Susan Ryan, JN invited me to 

offer a Photo Workshop this past August to the 
enthusiastic Young Mariners taking part in her summer 
program at the Greenwich Boys and Girls Club. 

 Spread over two sessions, the first began with an 
indoor class designed to help these eager 11- and 12-year 

olds expand their awareness 
of how photographers think 
about a subject before they 
even click the shutters on 
those cameras so 
conveniently included in 
these Young Mariners cell 
phones. As they gathered 
around my computer 
screen, they learned the 
pros and cons of horizontal 

vs. vertical formats, close-ups vs. distant views, the value 
of foreground images in landscape images, and landmarks 
to identify a location. Then I encouraged them to be 
creative with what they photographed. 

 With these concepts in mind, cameras in hand and 
a beautiful scene before us, the air was electric with 
excitement as we all walked over to Grass Island. As their 
instructor, it was deeply gratifying to watch these 
enthusiastic Young Mariners set out on their own, focus 
on their chosen images, share their results, and throughout, 
demonstrate that they had absorbed the concepts 
introduced to them. Indeed, one enthusiast who claimed 

his cell phone was waterproof (!) was knee-deep in the 
water focusing on close-ups of the rippling water. Others 
looked for details in sand formations, shells washed 
ashore, as well as the harbor’s spectacular views.  A pair 
of clamshells became an angel in the mind of one young 
mariner – creativity indeed! 

 To conclude the workshop, Susan asked these 
Young Mariners to hone their discriminating eyes by 
selecting and sending her their best images for the final 
session of the workshop on August 12. On that rewarding 
day, the joy and pride of these Young Mariners was 
palpable: from holding the personal copies of their own 
prints that Susan had prepared, to gathering around my 
computer to share the results of everyone’s creative efforts 
at Grass island, the air was filled with high fives, big 
smiles, and a round of applause for everyone. 

 Most touching of all was to witness these students 
proudly turn their prints into greeting cards. Inscribed on 
the back of each were the words ‘Greenwich Harbor, 
Photographed by a Young Mariner.’ 

 It was a perfect ending to an impressive 
experience that clearly proved the power of a camera in 
advancing the mission of the Young Mariners Program: 
helping children develop respect for themselves and their 
environment. 

 It was an honor to help make it happen. 

 
Postscript from Susan Ryan 
My thanks to Stewart Napoleon (introduction to charting), Mike 
Springall (boat construction and safety on board), Stephen 
Marino (VHF marine radio) and Lily Moureaux (photography) 
who were instructors for the summer program.  If you would like 
to help with next year’s program in Greenwich, please email 
me:   susanpryan@sbcglobal.net  
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November 5, 1930  Executive Committee Meeting at GB&YC 
November 19, 1930  General Meeting at GB&YC 
    Bruce Patterson of Coastwise Marine Surveyors will speak about  
    being a Marine Surveyor and explain what a Surveyor does.  
     
December 4, 1930  Executive Committee Meeting at GB&YC & Decorating 
December 5, 1900  Holiday Party at GB&YC  
 
January 7, 1930   Executive Committee Meeting at GB&YC 
January 21, 1930  General Meeting at GB&YC 
January 25 , 1930  Art Show  -  Wine Tasting at Images, Old Greenwich 
 
February 4, 1930  Executive Committee Meeting at GB&YC 
February 27,1930  Change of Watch dinner 

and beyond 

One of the photos taken by a Young Mariners 


